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House Republicans Announce “Access Missouri” Plan:
Putting Missouri’s Students First
Jefferson City – Missouri House Republicans gathered today to announce their plan to improve access to affordable education for Missouri’s college-bound students.  
The Access Missouri Plan will invest the proceeds from the anticipated sale of selected MoHELA assets to boost the endowment for Missouri scholarships, provide substantial funding for higher education capital projects, bolster the funding for Missouri’s community colleges and decrease Missouri’s debt obligations.  It will also revamp the structure and refocus the use of scholarships for Missouri students.
“The Access Missouri Plan is a continuation of MoHELA’s twenty-year tradition of dedicated, student-centered service,” said Representative Rod Jetton (R-Marble Hill), Speaker of the Missouri House of Represetatives.  “As a caucus, we couldn’t be more excited about this investment, this opportunity to further expand the access Missouri students have to higher education.”
The sale of selected MoHELA assets is projected to yield $450 million.  The House Republican plan calls for approximately $190 million of that funding to be invested in a new scholarship endowment:  “Access Missouri.”  Speaker Pro Tem, Representative Carl Bearden (R-St. Charles), notes that the House plan will invest over $90 million more toward scholarship funds than Governor Blunt’s proposal and reflects the need for Missouri to change to a more student-centered approach.
“Missouri has performed terribly on measurements of the affordability of higher education,” said Representative Bearden.  “A student who can’t afford an education will likely not get one.  It’s time to change our focus to where the rubber meets the road:  our students.  Access Missouri is an investment that will put more money in the hands of those who determine the results.”
Speaker Pro Tem Bearden proposed comprehensive changes in scholarship and higher education funding that will expand access to affordable higher education for students at all accredited Missouri high schools while ensuring public universities and colleges will not experience a decrease in funding.  With the investment of the approximately $190 million scholarship endowment, Bearden and his Republican colleagues signal that his plan is a direct response to the “F” Missouri received on affordability from The National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education.  The Center’s report is entitled “Measuring Up 2004:  The State Report Card on Higher Education.”  Specifically, Speaker Pro Tem Bearden’s plan will:
· Introduce the Access Missouri scholarship (in addition to Missouri’s Guarantee, Gallagher, and Bright Flight scholarships) to provide funds for all qualifying students, 

· Expand and streamline existing scholarship formats so that they are more consistent and the requirements for applicants are understood from the beginning,
· Establish an alternative to traditional institutional funding, allocating funds above the 2001 appropriations for higher education to fully fund student assistance programs and, thereby, putting students before institutions,
· Implement performance contracts between institutions of higher education and the department of education, and
· Provide institutions the opportunity to enter fee-for-service contracts with the coordinating board.

The Republicans’ plan to improve access to quality, affordable education in Missouri will also include investing approximately $165 million of the proceeds from selected MoHELA assets toward higher education capital projects.  In addition, $18 million will go towards community colleges and $75 million will be earmarked for debt reduction.  The Republicans’ plan will leverage more funds from the $450 million of MoHELA proceeds to deliver approximately $750 million thereby significantly increasing buying power and the benefits to Missouri students.  

“Access Missouri broadens the geographic spectrum of benefits to impact more parts of the state,” said Representative Allen Icet (R-Wildwood), House Budget Chair.  “By investing in our community colleges and increasing our commitment to scholarship programs, students throughout the state will benefit.”
Allocating funding for scholarships, community college maintenance and repairs and debt reduction will occur within the regular budget.  The capital improvement projects for higher education institutions will be contained within a separate bill. 

“Opportunities like this don’t come around very often,” said Speaker Jetton.  “When they do, it’s important we do all we can to ensure we are investing our resources and energies to help Missouri citizens and students achieve all they can.  This plan—Access Missouri—does just that.”  
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