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Good morning, my name is Amara Harper and I am a senior at Kirkwood High School and one of three
editors in chiefs for my high school newspaper, The Kirkwood Call. My responsibilities as Editor in
Chief consist of helping run the class along with my other two editors, editing copy and finalizing
designs and covers for each of our issues. I have been on staff for three years now and one of the
pillars of our publication is allowing our staff the freedom to write on any topic they find important for
our student body and community to learn about. We are lucky enough to have an administration that
allows us to do just that. Our staff as a whole has a positive and productive relationship with our
principal, Michael Havener and he continues year after year to trust us enough to write and publish
articles that inform and educate our student body and Kirkwood community.  Our principal will often
even come into our class every few weeks to answer any questions we may have. Just as much as he
is transparent with us, we are transparent with him and what we are printing, often giving him a fair
notice if a bigger topic will be covered in our newest issue.  The ability to be able to publish
content that we want without having any prior review has allowed us to become widely recognized as a
top tier journalism program within our own community, but also within other communities across the
state. We often have various publications reach out to us for guidance and examples on how we run
such a successful publication. We at TKC would not be able to provide this support without the
privileges we have. Our publication finds this is especially important during major events that
take place not only in our community but also in our country. For example, this summer, with the rise
of the Black Lives Matter movement, we chose to dedicate our back to school issue to the important
topics addressed in the Black Lives Matter movement. In some cases, this issue as a whole or even
individual stories that were included, such as a column by one of our staffers' explaining their
experience as a black student in our district, would not have been allowed to be published. However,
as an editorial board we made the judgment call that these stories and first-hand experiences were
essential to this issue and therefore must be published. The support we received from not only our
community members but also our administration was overwhelmingly positive — we were praised for
our fast and important coverage on the various topics. With the New Voices Act, other
student publications would get to have the same opportunities and privileges that we have. They would
be allowed to cover the topics that are vital in their community and, by connection, thrive as student
journalists. Thank you for your time.
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I amin Support of this Bill. We Need First Amendment Right and Free Speech in School District Media
Classes, Organization and Informational Sources.
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I teach journalism at Kirkwood High School in Kirkwood, MO. I am lso an Executive board member fo
the National Scholastic Press Association. I fully support the Cronkite New Voices Act. I have driven to
Jeff City the past five years to testify in support of this legislation. Unfortunately, I cannot attend this
hearing.I am asking you to support this bill to show kids you believe in them. Right now student
journalists have less freedom to publish an article than their peers do to wear something on their shirt.
Our state is home to the top J School in the country yet we are still following a Supreme Court ruling
(Hazelwood) handed down more than 30 years ago. It is archaic, and it is time to support the First
Amendment.New Voices does NOT protect libel, defamation or other forms of poor journalism. And of
the states that have anti-Hazelwood legislation (including the 14 who have passed New Voices) we
have more than 100 combined years in which no student or school has ever been threatened with legal
action. This isn't a democrat or republican issue. It is a First Amendment. Please help see this through
the finish line in year six. Thank you for listening.
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Missouri NEA Testimony on HB 480 to the House Elementary and Secondary Education CommitteeApril
20, 2021The Association appreciates the opportunity to present written testimony regarding HB 480.
The Association supports the bill as filed.The Association believes that basic student rights include
free inquiry and expression.  The bill would grant greater freedom for student journalists.  The bill also
includes essential anti-retaliation provisions to protect student communications sponsors and other
staff from possible retaliation by boards or administration for granting students greater editorial
latitude as provided by the bill.On behalf of the Association, I thank you for the opportunity to offer our
testimony on this bill.Otto FajenMNEA Legislative Director


