
HCS HB 1084 -- SULFUR DIOXIDE AIR QUALITY MONITORING

SPONSOR: Miller

COMMITTEE ACTIONS: Voted "Do Pass with Amendments" by the Standing
Committee on Energy and the Environment by a vote of 11 to 2.
Voted "Do Pass with HCS" by the Select Committee on Utilities by a
vote of 11 to 0.

This bill requires any owner of an electric generating source in a
one-hour sulfur dioxide National Ambient Air Quality Standards
nonattainment area in Jefferson County to develop an ambient air
quality monitoring or modeling network to characterize the sulfur
dioxide air quality surrounding the source. The network must
adequately monitor the sulfur dioxide surrounding the source and
must operate for at least 12 consecutive quarters. The owner of
the source must notify the Department of Natural Resources of the
manner that will be used to characterize the air quality around the
source. The location of any monitoring network installed by the
owner within a nonattainment area must be approved by the
department.

Affected sources in an undesignated area that elects to use
monitoring to evaluate air quality must be consulted by the
department on the use of existing monitors as well as the location
of new monitors in the network. The department must not submit a
recommendation to the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
on the manner in which data will be gathered for the second phase
of the designation process that is inconsistent with the elections
made by the sources. If sources have elected to monitor, the
department must submit recommendations for the second phase
designation process by the date set by a final, effective, and
applicable EPA requirement but not prior.

The bill also requires the department to consider all ambient air
quality monitoring network data collected by any owner of an
electric generating source prior to proposing to the Air
Conservation Commission any sulfur dioxide limitation, emission
reduction requirement, or other requirement except in specified
circumstances. Nothing in the provisions of the bill can prohibit
the department from entering into an agreement with an owner of an
electric generating source to limit or reduce sulfur dioxide
emissions that is below the source's permitted rate.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill would provide a common
sense approach to compliance with federal sulfur dioxide
regulations. Since 2007, Ameren has spent almost $1 billion to
comply with environmental regulations and giving industry the
choice to either use monitoring or modeling to determine compliance



with the sulfur regulations will provide flexibility and save money
for the customers as an outcome.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Miller; Ameren
Missouri; Missouri Energy Development Association; and Associated
Industries of Missouri.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that the bill allows the
regulated industry, rather then the regulators, the ability to
determine a plan for compliance. This would not protect the
residents living near the pollution source, but rather protect the
company. The time line for action in the bill would put the state
at risk of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency stepping in and
regulating pollution sources in the state.

Testifying against the bill were John Kissel, M.D. and Andy Knott,
Sierra Club.


