
HB 648 -- DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED

SPONSOR:  Montecillo

COMMITTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass by consent" by the Special
Standing Committee on Disability Services by a vote of 9 to 0.

This bill changes all references of “mentally retarded,” “mental
retardation,” or “handicapped” in current state law to
“developmentally disabled,” “developmental disability,” or
“disabled” respectively.

FISCAL NOTE:  No impact on state funds in FY 2012, FY 2013, and
FY 2014. 

PROPONENTS:  Supporters say that the law does not use language
that is the current industry standard.  No changes are being made
to programs just a terminology change which has already been made
on the federal level.  

Testifying for the bill were Representatives Montecillo and
McGeoghegan; Susan Pritchard-Green, Missouri Planning Council for
Developmental Disabilities; Michelle Krajewski, Missouri Centers
for Independent Living; The Whole Person, Incorporated; and
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

OPPONENTS:  Those who oppose the bill say that a mental
retardation diagnosis makes an individual eligible for services. 
Changing the terms could disqualify some individuals.  The two
terms are similar, but developmentally disabled does not cover
all mentally retarded diagnoses.

Testifying against the bill were Mental Retardation Association
of Missouri; Greater St. Louis Parent Association; Bellefontaine
Parent Association; and Higginsville Parent Association.

OTHERS:  Others testifying on the bill say that in 2008, by
executive order, the Mentally Retarded and Developmentally
Disabled Division within the Department of Mental Health was
changed to the Developmentally Disabled Division. 
Developmentally disabled is a term that is used at all state and
federal levels and covers many diagnoses.  The bill attempts to
add clarity and reduce stigma.  Changing the term will in no way
eliminate, reduce, or deny services for any disabled individual.

Testifying on the bill were Department of Mental Health; and
Wayne Lee.


