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SS SCS HCS HB 555 -- HEALTH CARE
 
This bill changes the laws regarding health care.

INTELLECTUALLY DISABLED

Certain references of “mentally retarded,” “mental retardation,”
or “handicapped” in state law are changed to “intellectually
disabled” or “developmentally disabled,” “intellectual
disability” or “developmental disability,” or “disabled”
respectively including renaming the Missouri Advisory Council on
Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities as the Missouri
Developmental Disabilities Council and the Division of Mental
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities within the Department
of Mental Health as the Division of Developmental Disabilities.

DISABILITY HISTORY AND AWARENESS MONTH

The bill designates October of each year as “Disability History
and Awareness Month” and allows a school board to require schools
within its district to provide instruction on the topic during
the month that expands students’ knowledge, understanding, and
awareness of individuals with disabilities, the history of
disability, and the disability rights movement.  The instruction
can be integrated into the existing school curriculum and may be
delivered by qualified school personnel or knowledgeable guest
speakers.  The goals of the instruction are to include:

(1)  Sensitivity for classmates with disabilities and encouraging
educational cultures that nurture safe and inclusive environments
for students with disabilities in which bullying is discouraged
and respect and appreciation for students with disabilities is
encouraged;

(2)  An understanding that there are individuals with
disabilities and they have the same rights and responsibilities
as any other person;

(3)  A school community that includes students with disabilities
in every aspect of society and acknowledges their unique gifts,
talents, and contributions; and

(4)  A society that has reaffirmed a local, state, and federal
commitment to the full inclusion of and the equal opportunity for
all individuals with disabilities.

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education may identify
and adopt preliminary curriculum guidelines for each school board



that incorporate these goals.  Higher education institutions are
also encouraged to conduct and promote activities on their
campuses that provide education, understanding, and awareness of
individuals with disabilities.

MO HEALTHNET OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

The membership of the MO HealthNet Oversight Committee is
increased from 18 to 19 by adding an additional non-physician
health care professional.  One non-physician health care
professional must be a licensed nurse, and the other must be a
licensed psychologist.  The members of the committee representing
physicians and dentists must be appointed by the Governor with
the advice and consent of the Senate in the same manner that
members are selected for the State Board of Registration for the
Healing Arts within the Department of Insurance, Financial
Institutions and Professional Registration.  The consumer
representative, patient advocates, and the public member cannot
have a financial interest in the health care industry or have
been a state employee within the last five years. 

MISSOURI CHILDREN’S SERVICES COMMISSION

The membership of the Missouri Children’s Services Commission is
revised by eliminating one judge member, two House of
Representatives members appointed by the Speaker, and two Senate
members appointed by the President Pro Tem.  Representatives from
the departments of Higher Education and Corrections are added.

The 18-member Missouri Task Force on Prematurity and Infant
Mortality is established within the commission to seek evidence-
based and cost-effective approaches to reduce the state’s
pre-term birth and infant mortality rates.  Six of the 18 members
will be members of the General Assembly with two members
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one by
the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives, two by the
President Pro Tem of the Senate, and one by the Minority Leader
of the Senate.  The task force must meet initially by October 15,
2011, and at least quarterly thereafter.  By December 31, 2013,
the task force must submit a report to the Governor and the
General Assembly on its findings.  The task force will expire
January 1, 2015, or upon submission of the report, whichever is
earlier.

RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

The disability or disease of an individual cannot be the basis
for a determination to refuse to issue, suspend, or revoke a
foster care license; to remove a child from a parent’s custody or
that a child is in need of care; to terminate parental rights; or



to rule that an individual is unfit or not suitable to be an
adoptive parent or a foster parent without a specific showing
that there is a causal relationship between the disability or
disease and a substantial and significant risk of harm to the
child.

ACCESSIBLE PARKING AND PARKING LOTS

When any political subdivision or owner of private property
restripes a parking lot or constructs a new parking lot, one in
every four accessible spaces, but not less than one, must be
served by an access aisle a minimum of 96 inches wide and
designated "lift van accessible only" with signs that comply with
the requirements of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act
and any rules or regulations established pursuant to the act.

All new signs erected on or after August 28, 2011, relating to
disabled parking must contain the words "Accessible Parking" and
must not contain "Handicap Parking" or “Handicapped Parking.”

APPOINTMENTS TO THE MISSOURI DENTAL BOARD AND THE STATE BOARD OF
REGISTRATION FOR THE HEALING ARTS

Currently, the Governor is required to make appointments to the
Missouri Dental Board and the State Board of Registration for the
Healing Arts within the Department of Insurance, Financial
Institutions and Professional Registration from a list of names
submitted by the Director of the Division of Professional
Registration within the department.  The bill requires the list
to include names provided by the Missouri Dental Association, the
Missouri State Medical Association, or the Missouri Association
of Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons respectively based upon
which board the appointment will be made.  The list must be a
public record under the Open Meetings and Records Law, commonly
known as the Sunshine Law.

MENTAL HEALTH EARNINGS FUND 

The bill allows the Mental Health Earnings Fund to be used for
the deposit of revenue received from the proceeds of any sales
and services from Mental Health First Aid USA.  Subject to
appropriation, the proceeds must be used to fund Mental Health
First Aid USA activities and must be accounted for separately
from all other revenues deposited into the fund.  The Department
of Mental Health is not required to pay the fund for proceeds
received from these sales and services.

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH INVESTIGATION REPORTS

A statutory reference is revised to specify that an investigative



report of the Department of Mental Health will be automatically
admissible in any hearing before the Administrative Hearing
Commission.
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