
HCS HB 403 -- LANDLORD-TENANT SMALL CLAIMS COURT ACTIONS

SPONSOR:  Scharnhorst (Brandom)

COMMITTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass" by the Committee on Small
Business by a vote of 14 to 6. 

Currently, any landlord organized as a corporation that owns and
manages rental property cannot bring an action to remove a tenant
without being represented by an attorney.  This substitute
authorizes a corporation or unincorporated association to be
represented in small claims court by the president or
vice-president of the entity for any claim of $500 or less for
any action regarding expedited eviction, unlawful detainer, rent
and possession, or ejectment.

The substitute also allows a landlord to file a claim in small
claims court for the ejectment of a tenant in order to obtain
possession of a premises and increases the amount in controversy
from less than $3,000 to less than $5,000 for a case where the
judge of a small claims court will have original jurisdiction.  

FISCAL NOTE:  No impact on state funds in FY 2012, FY 2013, and
FY 2014.

PROPONENTS:  Supporters say that the bill allowing a landlord to
file for ejectment of a renter in small claims court will provide
faster access to the premises.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Brandom; and Missouri
Association of Realtors. 

OPPONENTS:  Those who oppose the bill say that bringing
injunctive relief into the small claims court process may slow
down that process.

Testifying against the bill was LuAnn Madsen, Missouri
Association of Probate and Associate Circuit Judges Voluntary
Fund.


