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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 938

96TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES MEADOWS (Sponsor) AND NEWMAN (Co-sponsors).
2026L.01I D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To repeal section 67.280, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to
technical codes.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 67.280, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 67.280, to read as follows:

67.280. 1. Asused in thissection, the following terms mean:

(1) "Agricultural building", any structureused solely for agricultural purposesin
which theuseisexclusively in connection with the production, harvesting, storage, drying,
or raising of agricultural commodities, including theraising of livestock;

(2) "Code", any published compilation of rules prepared by various technica trade
associations, federal agencies, this state or any agency thereof, but shall be limited to:
regulations concerning the construction of buildings and continued occupancy thereof;
mechanical, plumbing, and electrical construction; and fire prevention;

[(2) "Community", any county, fire protection district or municipality;]

(3) "County", any county in the state;

(4) "Fire protection district", any fire protection district in the state as defined in
chapter 321,

(5) "Jurisdiction", and county, fire protection district, or municipality;

(6) "Municipality", any incorporated city, town or village.

2. Beginning July 1, 2012, the following codes listed in this subsection shall be
deemed the official state codes:

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(1) The2005 version of the NFPA 70 National Electrical Code as published by the
National FireProtection Association and referenced by the state building code shall bethe
official Missouri electrical code;

(2) Thefollowing codes as published by the International Code Council shall be
deemed the official state building, residential, fire, plumbing, mechanical, fuel gas, and
property maintenance codes:

(&) The 2006 version of the I nternational Building Code;

(b) The 2006 version of the International Residential Code;

(c) The 2006 version of the International Fire Code;

(d) The 2006 version of the International Plumbing Code;

(e) The 2006 version of the International M echanical Code;

(f) The 2006 version of the International Fuel Gas Code;

(g9) The 2006 version of the International Property Maintenance Code.

3. Any [community, if the community otherwise has the power under the law to adopt
such an ordinance)] jurisdiction may adopt or repeal an ordinance which incorporates by
referencethe provisionsof any codeor portions of any code, or any amendment thereof, properly
identified as to date and source, without setting forth the provisions of such code in full.
Beginning July 1, 2012, all jurisdictions may adopt and enforce the official state codes
listed in thissection by reference, and all fire protection districts shall adopt the Missouri
fire code. At least one copy of such code, portion or amendment which is incorporated or
adopted by reference],] shall befiled in the office of the clerk of the [community] jurisdiction
and there kept available for public use, inspection, and examination. The filing requirements
herein prescribed shall not be deemed to be complied with unless the required copies of such
codes, portion, or amendment or public record are filed with the clerk of such [community]
jurisdiction for aperiod of ninety days prior to the adoption of the ordinance whichincorporates
such code, portion, or amendment by reference.

[3. Any ordinance adopting a code, portion, or amendment by reference shall state the
penalty for violating such code, portion, or amendment, or any provisionsthereof separately, and
no part of any such penalty shall be incorporated by reference.] 4. Each jurisdiction shall
remain within one codever sion of the official state codes. Theprovisionsof thissection or
any other section shall not limit the authority of the adopting jurisdiction to adopt a
construction codethat isequivalent to or hashigher standardsthan the official state codes
or to amend, delete, or make additionsto the official state codesin itsown jurisdiction.

5. (1) Thereishereby created within the department of public safety the " State
Code Commission”. The commission shall consist of seven members appointed by the
governor with the advice and consent of the senate, and the state code manager and the
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statefiremar shal shall serveasex-officio members. Theseven membersappointed by the
governor shall be appointed asfollows:

(@) One current building official representing a jurisdiction with more than ten
thousand inhabitants who has at least five years of experience in the enforcement of a
technical building code;

(b) One current fire marshal who has at least five years of experience in the
enfor cement of a technical fire code;

(c) One current code official representing a jurisdiction with fewer than ten
thousand inhabitants who has at least five years of experience in the enforcement of
technical codes,

(d) One person representing home builders,

(e) Onepersonlicensed and practicinginthisstateasa professional engineer under
chapter 327;

(f) One person licensed and practicing in this state as an architect under chapter
327;

(g) One person representing private inspectors.

(2) Of theinitial membersappointed, two shall serveaterm of oneyear, two shall
serveaterm of two years, two shall serveaterm of threeyears, and oneshall serveaterm

of four years. Members appointed after the expiration of the initial terms shall be
appointed to a four-year term. Vacanciesshall befilled in the same manner in which the
member vacating the office was originally appointed. Members shall not receive
compensation for their services, but may be reimbursed for their actual and necessary
expensesin an amount equal to the per diem of a member of the general assembly. The
commission shall elect achair and other officer snecessary for itsmember ship at each fir st
annual meeting, and shall meet at least two times per year within the state.

(3) Thecommission shall have the following powers and duties:

(a) Toestablish minimum requirementsfor registered inspectorsby rule;

(b) To maintain records of registered inspectors,

(c) Toimposefeesfor the annual registration of inspector s sufficient to cover the
cost of administering this section in an amount set by rule, but not to exceed twenty-five
dollars;

(d) Toprovideinspector training;

(e) Toappoint astate code manager, who shall bea person licensed and practicing
in this state as an architect or a professional engineer under chapter 327, or a person
certified as a building official or master code professional and with at least five years of
supervisory experience as ajurisdictional code official;
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(f) Tomaintain the official state codesin conjunction with the state fire marshal
and the state code manager .

6. Thereishereby created inthestatetreasury the" State Code Fund” , which shall
consist of money collected under thissection. Thestatetreasurer shall becustodian of the
fund. In accordance with sections 30.170 and 30.180, the state treasurer may approve
disbursements. Thefund shall beadedicated fund and, upon appropriation, money inthe
fund shall be used solély for the purposes of thissection. Notwithstanding the provisions
of section 33.080 to the contrary, any moneys remaining in the fund at the end of the
biennium shall not revert to the credit of the general revenue fund. The state treasurer
shall invest moneys in the fund in the same manner as other funds are invested. Any
interest and moneys earned on such investments shall be credited to the fund.

7. Except for thestatefirecode, theofficial statecodesshall beadministered by the
state code manager. The state code manager shall review, maintain, and in conjunction
with the state code commission, amend the official state codes. The manager shall review
thecodenolessthan every threeyear sand within ninemonthsfrom thedateof publication
of any subsequent edition of theinternational codes. The official state fire code shall be
reviewed, maintained, and amended by the state fire marshal.

8. The state code manager and state fire marshal shall not be responsible for
enforcing the state construction codes in the jurisdictions, but each jurisdiction shall
provideenforcement in themanner listed in each code, or may provideenfor cement in one
of thefollowing methods:

(1) Inspection services provided by employees of thejurisdiction;

(2) Intergovernmental agreements; or

(3) Registered third-party inspectorswho areapproved and registered by the state
code commission.

9. Noagricultural building shall besubject to any official statecodeadopted under
this section.

10. Resolution of any conflict resulting from any enforcement action under this
section shall be the responsibility of the jurisdiction adopting the official state code.

11. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, this section shall
apply in the case of any conflict between thissection and any other provision of state law.

12. The state code commission, state code manager, and state fire marshal may
promulgaterulestoimplement theprovisionsof thissection. Any ruleor portion of arule,
asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, that iscreated under the authority delegated in
this section shall become effective only if it complies with and is subject to all of the
provisionsof chapter 536 and, if applicable, section 536.028. Thissection and chapter 536
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arenonseverableand if any of the power svested with the general assembly under chapter
536 to review, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are
subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule
proposed or adopted after August 28, 2011, shall be invalid and void.
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