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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 583

96TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES OXFORD (Sponsor), WALTON GRAY, SCHUPP, PACE,

ATKINS, STILL, KIRKTON, McNEIL, JONES (63), SMITH (71), TALBOY, SPRENG, ELLINGER,

FALLERT, CURLS, LAMPE, NASHEED, CARLSON, SWEARINGEN, PETERS-BAKER, HUGHES,
PIERSON, TAYLOR AND HOLSMAN (Co-sponsors).

0861L.02I D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

Torepeal section 178.693, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof three new sections relating to the
quality early childhood act.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 178.693, RSMo, is repealed and three new sections enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as sections 178.693, 208.026, and 208.052, to read as follows:

178.693. 1. School districtsthat offer an approved program of parent education shall be
eligiblefor state reimbursement, pursuant to section 163.031, subject to appropriationstherefor
for each participating family. If aschool district failsor isunableto offer an approved program
of parent education, the district shall enter into a contract which meets the requirements under
section 178.697, with another district, public agency or state approved not-for-profit agency
offering an approved program for such services. If the district finds that no approved program
isavailable in another district, public agency, or through a state approved not-for-profit agency,
it shall request the state department of elementary and secondary education to assist it in
obtaining from an approved program, services at the reimbursable rate.

2. School districts that offer an approved program of developmental screening for all
children under the age of five years shall be eligiblefor state reimbursement, pursuant to section
163.031, subject to appropriations therefor for each participating child. 1f aschool district fails
or isunableto offer an approved program of developmental screening, thedistrict shall enter into
a contract which meets the requirements under section 178.697, with another district, public
agency or state approved not-for-profit agency offering an approved program for such services.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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If the district finds that no approved program is available in another district, public agency or
state approved not-for-profit agency, it shall request the state department of elementary and
secondary education to assist it in obtaining from an approved program, services at the
reimbursable rate.

3. School districts that offer approved programs for developmentally delayed children
ages three and four who may aso be eligible for programs under the provisions of sections
162.670t0 162.995 shall bedligiblefor state reimbursement, pursuant to section 163.031, subject
to appropriations, provided the children are not receiving the same or similar services for
handicapped or severely handicapped children under another program for which reimbursements
from the department of elementary and secondary education are available to the district. If a
school district fails or is unable to offer an approved program for developmentally delayed
children agesthree and four, the district shall enter into acontract which meetsthe requirements
under section 178.697, with another district, public agency or state approved not-for-profit
agency offering an approved program for such services. If the district finds that no approved
program is available in another district, public agency or state approved not-for-profit agency,
it shall request the state department of elementary and secondary education to assist it in
obtaining from an approved program, services at the reimbursable rate.

4. School districts that have a participation rate of less than fifty percent in the
parentsasteacher sprogram and that provideoutreach servicesfor such program shall be
awarded a grant to fund such outreach services, subject to appropriations for such
purpose. School districtsthat target outreach servicesto familieswith incomesbelow two
hundred per cent of thefederal poverty level will begiven priority in theawar ding of grant
moneys.

208.026. By July 1, 2015, all licensed child careprovider sserving familiesreceiving
state-funded child careassistance shall bereimbursed at the current market ratefor child
careasestablished by the biennial state market rate survey conducted by the department
of social servicesunder 42 U.S.C. Section 601, et. seq. and 45 CFR 98.43(b)(2).

208.052. To improve the quality of early childhood programs in this state by
increasing the skill level of child care professionals and by reducing workfor ce turnover,
thedepartment of social servicesshall offer grantsthroughtheT.E.A.C.H. early childhood
Missouri scholarship program and through the workforce incentive initiative to a
maximum of two hundred fifty child care professionals each year.
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