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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 539

96TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES HUBBARD (Sponsor), NASHEED, JONES (63), CONWAY (14),
LASATER, MAY, SPRENG, McCAHERTY, RIZZO, MEADOWS, BROWN (50), McCGHEE, HUGHES,
HUMMEL, SMITH (71), CARTER, COLONA, CURLS, SCHUPP,

CARLSON AND WEBBER (Co-sponsors).

1531L.011 D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 217, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to a pilot project for
increasing children's access to incarcerated mothers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 217, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 217.145, to read as follows:

217.145. 1. Beginning January 1, 2012, the department of corrections, with the
cooper ation of thedivision of family serviceswithin thedepartment of social services, shall
establish a two-year pilot project to increase the access children have to incarcerated
mothers.

2. Theproject shall include the following:

(1) It shall cover two prison facilitieswhich housewomen. Oneshall belocated in
an urban area and one shall belocated in arural aresg;

(2) The department of corrections and the division of family services within the
department of social services shall collaborate to develop and implement the project to
increasethe accesschildren havetoincar cerated mother sby providing transportation for
visitsor any other meansavailabletoincreasevisitation between children and incar cer ated
mothers,

(3) Theproject shall focuson, but shall not belimited to, children who livefifty or
more miles from the facility where their mothersareincar cerated.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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3. The department of corrections and the department of social services may
promulgaterulestoimplement the provisionsof thissection. Anyruleor portion of arule,
asthat term isdefined in section 536.010 that is created under the authority delegated in
this section shall become effective only if it complies with and is subject to all of the
provisionsof chapter 536 and, if applicable, section 536.028. Thissection and chapter 536
are nonseverable and if any of the powers vested with the general assembly pursuant to
chapter 536 to review, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul aruleare
subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule
proposed or adopted after August 28, 2011, shall be invalid and void.

4. The pilot project shall be funded from existing appropriations or with any
moneys specifically appropriated for this pilot project.

5. Attheend of thetwo-year pilot, thedirector of thedepartment of correctionsand
the director of the division of family services shall submit a joint report to the gover nor
and the general assembly by February 1, 2015, on the efficacy of this pilot on both the
children and the incar cerated mothers aswell asthe cost of the program and shall make
recommendation as to whether this project should be expanded to every prison facility
which houses women and if so any changes which should be madeto the program.
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