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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 419

96TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES STREAM (Sponsor), DIECKHAUS, LAUER, HOUGHTON,
CARLSON, KIRKTON AND ATKINS (Co-sponsors).

1306L.011 D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT
Toamend chapter 160, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to foster care students.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 160, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 160.1990, to read as follows:

160.1990. 1. In order toremovebarriersto educational successimposed on foster
care children because of frequent moves, the department of elementary and secondary
education shall ensurethat thefollowing criteriaareimplemented in every school district
in this state regarding enrollment of foster care children:

(1) Facilitatethetimely enrollment of foster carechildren and ensurethat they are
not placed at adisadvantageduetodifficulty in thetransfer of education recordsfrom the
previous school district or districtsor variationsin entrance and age requirements;

(2) Facilitatethestudent placement processthrough which foster carechildren are
not disadvantaged by variations in attendance requirements, scheduling, sequencing,
grading, cour se content or assessment;

(3) Facilitatethequalification and eligibility for enrollment, educational programs,
and participation in extracurricular academic, athletic, and social activities;

(4) Facilitate the on-time graduation of foster care children;

(5) Provide for the promulgation and enforcement of administrative rules
implementing the provisions of this section;

(6) Provide for the uniform collection and sharing of information between and
among schools, foster care children, and their families under this section;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(7) Promote flexibility and cooperation between the educational system, foster
parents, and thefoster carestudent in order toachieveeducational successfor thestudent.

2. For purposes of this section, the following ter ms shall mean:

(1) "Education records', those official records, files, and data directly related to
afoster carestudent and maintained by the school or local education agency, including but
not limited torecor dsencompassing all thematerial kept in thestudent'scumulativefolder
such asgeneral identifying data, records of attendance and of academic work completed,
recor dsof achievement and resultsof evaluativetests, health data, disciplinary status, test
protocols, and individualized education programs;

(2) "Extracurricular activities', a voluntary activity sponsored by the school.
Extracurricular activitiesinclude, but arenot limited to, preparation for and involvement
in publicperformances, contests, athletic competitions, demonstrations, displays, and club
activities,;

(3) "Foster care child", a school-aged child enrolled in kindergarten through
twelfth gradewhoisresiding in afoster care settingin this state;

(4) "Transition":

(8 Theformal and physical process of transferring from school to school; or

(b) The period of timein which a foster care student moves from one school to
another school.

3. (1) When afoster care student transfers before or during the school year, the
receiving school shall initially honor placement of thestudent in educational cour sesbased
on thestudent'senrollment in thesending school or educational assessmentsconducted at
thesending school if the coursesareoffered. Courseplacement includesbut isnot limited
to honors, international baccalaureate, advanced placement, vocational, technical and
career pathwayscourses. Continuing the student's academic program from the previous
school and promoting placement in academically and career challenging coursesshall be
paramount when considering placement. Thisrequirement doesnot precludethereceiving
school from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate placement and
continued enrollment of the student in the cour se.

(2) Thereceiving school shall initially honor placement of afoster care student in
educational programsbased on current educational assessmentsconducted at thesending
school or participation or placement in like programs in the sending school. Such
programs include, but are not limited to gifted and talented programs and English asa
second language (ESL). Thisrequirement does not preclude the receiving school from
performing subsequent evaluationsto ensure appropriate placement of the student.
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(3) Incompliancewith thefederal requirementsof thel ndividualswith Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C.A. Section 1400 et seq., thereceiving school shall initially
provide comparable servicesto a foster care student with disabilities based on hisor her
current Individualized Education Program (IEP). In compliance with the requirements
of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, 29 U.S.C.A. Section 794, and with Title11 of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C.A. Sections 12131-12165, the receiving school
shall makereasonableaccommodationsand modificationstoaddr esstheneedsof incoming
foster carestudentswith disabilities, subject to an existing 504 or Titlell Plan, to provide
thefoster carestudent with equal accessto education. Thisrequirement doesnot preclude
the receiving school from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate
placement of the student.

(4) Schools shall have flexibility in waiving course or program prerequisites, or
other preconditionsfor placement in coursesor programs offered at the school.

4. Inorder tofacilitatetheon-timegraduation of foster carechildren, schoolsshall
incor por ate the following procedures:

(1) Schoolsshall waive specific coursesrequired for graduation if similar course
work has been satisfactorily completed in another school or shall provide reasonable
justification for denial. If a waiver is not granted to a foster care student who would
qualify to graduate from the sending school, the receiving school shall provide an
alternative means of acquiring required course work so that graduation may occur on
time;

(2) Receiving schools shall accept:

(a) Exit or end-of-course examsrequired for graduation from the sending school;
or

(b) National norm-referenced achievement tests; or

(c) Alternative testing, in lieu of testing requirements for graduation in the
receiving school.

If such alternatives cannot be accommodated by the receiving school for a foster care
student transferringin hisor her senior year, the provisionsof subsection 5 of thissection
shall apply.

5. If afoster carestudent transferring at the beginning or duringhisor her senior
year isineligible to graduate from the receiving school after all alternatives have been
considered, the sending and receiving schools shall ensure thereceipt of a diploma from
thesending schooal, if thestudent meetsthegraduation requirementsof the sending school.

T



