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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 393

96TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES JONES (89) (Sponsor), DIECKHAUS, McNARY, BARNES,
RICHARDSON, KOENIG, SCHOELLER AND CROSS (Co-sponsors).

0904L.011 D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 160, RSMo, by adding thereto four new sections relating to the parent
empowerment and choice act.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 160, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto four new sections, to be
known as sections 160.1200, 160.1202, 160.1204, and 160.1206, to read as follows:

160.1200. 1. Theprovisionsof sections 160.1200 to 160.1206 shall beknown asthe
" Parent Empower ment and Choice Act" or the" Parent Trigger Act".

2. Asused in sections 160.1200 to 160.1206, the following terms mean:

(1) "Parent", the natural parent or adoptive parent or guardian of a dependent
child;

(2) " School district of enrollment™, a school district other than the school district
in which the parent of a pupil resides, but in which the parent of the pupil nevertheless
intendsto enroll the pupil under sections 160.1200 to 160.1206;

(3) " School district of residence", a school district in which the parent of a pupil
resides and in which the pupil would otherwise berequired to enroll under state law.

160.1202. 1. For all public schoolswheremorethan fifty percent of the parentsof
pupils attending school, or a combination of more than fifty percent of the parents of
pupilsattendingtheschool and theelementary or middleschoolsthat nor mally matriculate
intoamiddleor high school, asapplicable, sign a petition requesting thelocal educational
agency to implement one or mor e of thethreeinterventionsidentified under subsection 3

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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of thissection, thelocal educational agency shall implement theoption requested by thepar ents.

2. Thelocal educational agency shall notify the superintendent and the stateboard
upon receipt of a petition and upon its final disposition of that petition. The local
educational agency shall have one hundred eighty daystoimplement the chosen model of
reform.

3. Therearethreeschool intervention models. restart model, school closure, and
educational choice.

(1) Arestart model isonein which alocal educational agency convertsa school or
closes and reopens a school under a charter school operator, a charter management
organization, or an education management or ganization that has been selected through a
rigorousreview process. A charter management organization isa nonprofit organization
that operatesor manages charter schoolsby centralizing or sharing certain functionsand
resources among schools. An education management organization is a for-profit or
nonpr ofit or ganization that provideswholeschool oper ation servicestoalocal educational
agency. A restart model shall enroll, within the gradesit services, any former student who
wishesto attend the school.

(2) School closure occurs when a local educational agency closes a school and
enrollsthe studentswho attended that school in other schoolswithin thelocal educational
agency that are higher achieving. These other schools should be within reasonable
proximity to the closed school and may include, but arenot limited to, charter schoolsor
new schoolsfor which achievement data arenot yet available. I1n the event no such school
exists, the district shall implement the educational choice model.

(3) Educational choiceoccurswhen alocal educational agency implementsaschool
voucher program under section 160.1204.

160.1204. 1. Any student of, or student who would naturally matriculate into, a
school triggered for the educational choice reform option shall have the option to receive
amonetary voucher to cover the cost of attendance at any private or other public school.

2. Any student of atrigger ed school wishingtoattend aprivate school shall qualify
for an annual scholarship in an amount equal to thelessor of:

(1) Seventy-five percent of thetriggered school'sannual cost per pupil, including
both operational and capital facility costs; or

(2) Seventy-fiveper cent of thedollar amount ther esident school district would have
received to serve and educate the eligible student from state and local sources had the
student enrolled there.

3. Any student of atrigger ed school wishingtoattend adiffer ent public school shall
qualify for any public school with no additional fee.
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4. Funds availableto a student are calculated using an average of the last three
budget yearsand recalculated each year.

5. Funds are made available to each student until the earlier of completion of his
or her high school degree or hisor her twenty-first birthday.

6. Studentsreceiving voucher moneysareto be counted in the enrollment figures
of their local educational agenciesfor the purposesof calculating futurevoucher moneys.

7. Studentsreceiving voucher moneys more than the cost of tuition in a private
school ar e given the opportunity to storethat money in an educational savings account to
be used for any additionally encumbered educational expenses. Qualifying expenses
include but are not limited to tutoring, lessons, educational camps, school materials,
textbooks, and educational software.

160.1206. Therearenoadditional regulatory power sgranted tothestatein sections
160.1200t0 160.1206. Theeducational voucher refor m option of section 160.1204 doesnot
expand theregulatory authority of the state, itsofficers, or any school district in any way.
Any regulatory board in existence shall berepresented in at least half by membersnot a
part of the public school system.
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