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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 2174

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVEKELLY.
46271011 D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To repeal sections 193.215, 210.127, 211.031, 211.442, 211.444, 211.453, 453.010, 453.040,
453.065, 453.080, 472.020, 475.035, and 475.045, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof
fourteen new sections relating to parentage of a child.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 193.215, 210.127, 211.031, 211.442, 211.444, 211.453, 453.010,
453.040, 453.065, 453.080, 472.020, 475.035, and 475.045, RSMo, are repealed and fourteen
new sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 193.215, 210.127, 211.031,
211.442,211.444,211.453, 453.010, 453.040, 453.045, 453.065, 453.080, 472.020, 475.035, and
475.045, to read asfollows:

193.215. 1. A certificate or report registered pursuant to sections 193.005 to 193.325
may be amended only pursuant to the provisions of sections 193.005 to 193.325, and regulations
adopted by the department.

2. A certificate or report that is amended pursuant to this section shall be marked
"Amended" except asotherwise providedinthissection. Thedate of amendment and asummary
description of the evidence submitted in support of the amendment shall be endorsed on or made
part of the record.

3. Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of a court of competent jurisdiction
changing the name of aperson bornin thisstate and upon request of such person or such person's
parents, guardian, or legal representative, the state registrar shall amend the certificate of birth
to show the new name. The court order shall include such facts as are necessary to locate and
identify the certificate of birth of the person whose name is being changed.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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4. When an applicant does not submit the minimum documentation required in the
regulations for amending a vital record or when the state registrar has reasonable cause to
guestion the validity or adequacy of the applicant's sworn statements or the documentary
evidence, and if the deficiencies are not corrected, the state registrar shall not amend the vital
record and shall advise the applicant of the reason for this action and the applicant's right of
appeal to acourt of competent jurisdiction.

5. When a certificate or report is amended pursuant to this section, the state registrar
shall report the amendment to any other custodians of the vital record and their record shall be
amended accordingly.

6. (1) Upon written request of both parents and receipt of a sworn acknowledgment of
paternity notarized and signed by both parents of a child born out of wedlock, the state registrar
shall amend the certificate of birth to show such paternity. The acknowledgment affidavit form
shall be devel oped by the state registrar and shall include the minimum requirements prescribed
by the secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services pursuant to 42 U.S.C. Section
652(a)(7). Theacknowledgment form shall include provisionsto alow the parentsto changethe
surname of the child and such surname shall be changed on the birth record if the parents el ect
to change the child's surname. The signature of the parents shall be notarized or the signature
shall be witnessed by at least two disinterested adults whose signatures and addresses shall be
plainly written thereon. The form shall be accompanied by oral notice, which may be provided
through the use of video or audio equi pment, and written noticeto the mother and putative father
of:

[(D)] (@) Thealternativesto, thelegal consequencesof, and therightsand responsibilities
that arise from signing the acknowledgment;

[(2)] (b) The benefits of having the child's paternity established; and

[(3)] (c) The availahility of paternity establishment and child support enforcement
Sservices.

(2) Only amother whoseparental rightshavenot been voluntarily or involuntarily
terminated, or whose consent to adoption hasnot been accepted by acompetent court, may
executeavoluntary acknowledgment of pater nity under thissection. A court of competent
jurisdiction may order theMissouri bureau of vital statisticstorescind any amended birth
certificatewhereit wasissued based upon an acknowledgment of amother whosepar ental
rightshad been voluntarily or involuntarily ter minated, or whose consent to adoption had
been accepted by a court prior to the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity.

(3) A rescission of acknowledgment form shall be filed with the bureau of vital records
pursuant to section 210.823, RSMo, to vacate the legal finding of paternity. The bureau shall
fileall rescissions and forward a copy of each to the family support division [of child support
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enforcement]. The birth record shall only be changed pursuant to this subsection upon an order
of the court or the family support division [of child support enforcement].

7. The department shall offer voluntary paternity establishment services.

8. Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of a court of competent jurisdiction
changing the name of aperson borninthisstate and upon request of such person or such person's
parents, guardian or legal representative, the state registrar shall amend the certificate of birth
to show the new name.

9. Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of a court of competent jurisdiction
indicating the sex of anindividual bornin this state has been changed by surgical procedure and
that such individual's name has been changed, the certificate of birth of such individual shall be
amended.

210.127. 1. If the location or identity of the biological [parent or parents] mother or
father, asdescribed in subsection 2 of this section, of achild in the custody of thedivisionis
unknown, the children's division shall utilize al reasonable and effective means available to
conduct adiligent search for the biological [parent or parents] mother or father of such child.

2. For purposes of this section, the following terms shall mean:

(2) "Diligent search" [meang| , theeffortsof thedivision, or an entity under contract with
the division, to locate a biological [parent whose identity or location is unknown] mother or
father as defined in this subsection, initiated as soon as the division is made aware of the
existence of such [parent] mother or father, with the search progress reported at each court
hearing until the [parent] mother or father iseither identified and located or the court excuses
further search. Theknown biological mother may providethenamesof all possiblefathers.
Thedivision, or an entity under contract with the division, shall include a search of the
Missouri putative father registry to determineif any man isregistered with the putative
father registry. Thecourt shall excusethedivision, or any entity under contract with the
division, from conducting a sear ch where theidentity of a possible father isunknown;

(2) "Father", includes:

(8) Thepresumed father under subdivision (1), (2), or (3) of subsection 1 of section
210.822; or

(b) The man who has filed an action to establish his paternity in a court of
competent jurisdiction under sections 210.817 to 210.853 no later than fifteen days after
the birth of the child and has served a copy of the petition on the mother in accordance
with section 506.100, or prior tothefiling of a petition for termination of parental rights
or adoption; or
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(¢) Theman who hasacknowledged pater nity under section 210.823 no later than
fifteen days after the birth of the child, or prior to thefiling of a petition for termination
of parental rightsor adoption; or

(d) The man who filed with the putative father registry under section 192.016 a
notice of intent to claim paternity and hasfiled an action to establish his paternity in a
court of competent jurisdiction no later than fifteen days after the birth of the child or
prior to thefiling of a petition for termination of parental rightsor adoption.

3. Any man who hasengaged in sexual inter cour se with a woman is deemed to be
on noticethat a child may be conceived and asa result isentitled to notice of proceedings
under thischapter and chapter 211 only as provided in this chapter and chapter 211.

4. Wherethe court excuses further search for a putative father under subsection
2 of this section, no further notice shall be required to such father for proceedings under
this chapter or chapter 211.

211.031. 1. Except asotherwise providedinthischapter, thejuvenile court or thefamily
courtincircuitsthat haveafamily court as provided in sections487.010t0 487.190, RSMo, shall
have exclusive original jurisdiction in proceedings:

(2) Involving any child or person seventeen years of age who may be aresident of or
found within the county and who is alleged to be in need of care and treatment because:

(a) Theparents, or other personslegally responsiblefor the care and support of the child
or person seventeen years of age, neglect or refuse to provide proper support, education which
isrequired by law, medical, surgical or other care necessary for hisor her well-being; except that
reliance by a parent, guardian or custodian upon remedia treatment other than medical or
surgical treatment for achild or person seventeen years of age shall not be construed as neglect
when the treatment is recognized or permitted pursuant to the laws of this state;

(b) Thechild or person seventeen years of ageis otherwise without proper care, custody
or support; or

(c) The child or person seventeen years of age was living in aroom, building or other
structure at the time such dwelling was found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be apublic
nuisance pursuant to section 195.130, RSMo;

(d) Thechild or person seventeen yearsof ageisachildin need of mental health services
and the parent, guardian or custodian is unable to afford or access appropriate mental health
treatment or care for the child;

(2) Involving any child who may be aresident of or found within the county and who is
alleged to be in need of care and treatment because:

(& The child while subject to compulsory school attendance is repeatedly and without
justification absent from school; or
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(b) Thechild disobeysthe reasonable and lawful directionsof hisor her parentsor other
custodian and is beyond their control; or

() The child is habitually absent from his or her home without sufficient cause,
permission, or justification; or

(d) Thebehavior or associations of the child are otherwiseinjuriousto hisor her welfare
or to the welfare of others; or

(e) Thechildis charged with an offense not classified as criminal, or with an offense
applicable only to children; except that, the juvenile court shall not have jurisdiction over any
child fifteen and one-half years of agewhoisalleged to have violated astate or municipal traffic
ordinance or regulation, the violation of which does not constitute afelony, or any child whois
alleged to have violated a state or municipal ordinance or regulation prohibiting possession or
use of any tobacco product;

(3 Involving any child who is alleged to have violated a state law or municipal
ordinance, or any person who isalleged to have violated a state law or municipal ordinance prior
to attaining the age of seventeen years, in which cases jurisdiction may be taken by the court of
the circuit in which the child or person resides or may be found or in which the violation is
alleged to have occurred; except that, thejuvenile court shall not havejurisdiction over any child
fifteen and one-half years of age who is alleged to have violated a state or municipal traffic
ordinance or regulation, the violation of which does not constitute afelony, and except that the
juvenile court shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the municipal court over any childwhois
alleged to have violated a municipal curfew ordinance, and except that the juvenile court shall
have concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit court on any child who is alleged to have violated
astate or municipal ordinanceor regulation prohibiting possession or useof any tobacco product;

(4) For the adoption of a person;

(5) For thecommitment of achild or person seventeen years of age to the guardianship
of the department of social services as provided by law.

2. Thejuveniledivision of thecircuit court shall have concurrent jurisdiction over
guardianship actions for children who are wards of the juvenile court at the time the
guardianship petitionisfiled under theMissouri probate code, sections475.010t0475.370.

3. Transfer of a matter, proceeding, jurisdiction or supervision for a child or person
seventeen years of age who resides in a county of this state shall be made as follows:

(1) Prior tothefiling of a petition and upon request of any party or at the discretion of
the juvenile officer, the matter in theinterest of achild or person seventeen years of age may be
transferred by the juvenile officer, with the prior consent of the juvenile officer of the receiving
court, to the county of the child's residence or the residence of the person seventeen years of age
for future action;
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(2) Upon the motion of any party or on its own motion prior to final disposition on the
pending matter, the court in which a proceeding is commenced may transfer the proceeding of
achild or person seventeen years of ageto the court located in the county of the child'sresidence
or theresidence of the person seventeen years of age, or the county in which the offense pursuant
to subdivision (3) of subsection 1 of this section is alleged to have occurred for further action;

(3) Upon motion of any party or on its own motion, the court in which jurisdiction has
been taken pursuant to subsection 1 of thissection may at any timethereafter transfer jurisdiction
of a child or person seventeen years of age to the court located in the county of the child's
residence or the residence of the person seventeen years of age for further action with the prior
consent of the receiving court;

(4) Upon motion of any party or upon its own motion at any time following ajudgment
of disposition or treatment pursuant to section 211.181, the court having jurisdiction of the cause
may place the child or person seventeen years of age under the supervision of another juvenile
court within or without the state pursuant to section 210.570, RSMo, with the consent of the
receiving court;

(5) Upon motion of any child or person seventeen years of age or his or her parent, the
court having jurisdiction shall grant one change of judge pursuant to Missouri Supreme Court
Rules;

(6) Uponthetransfer of any matter, proceeding, jurisdiction or supervision of achild or
person seventeen years of age, certified copies of al legal and social documents and records
pertaining to the case onfilewith the clerk of thetransferring juvenile court shall accompany the
transfer.

[3.] 4. Inany proceeding involving any child or person seventeen years of agetaken into
custody in a county other than the county of the child's residence or the residence of a person
seventeen years of age, the juvenile court of the county of the child's residence or the residence
of a person seventeen years of age shall be notified of such taking into custody within
seventy-two hours.

[4.] 5. When an investigation by ajuvenile officer pursuant to this section reveals that
the only basis for action involves an aleged violation of section 167.031, RSMo, involving a
child who alleges to be home schooled, the juvenile officer shall contact a parent or parents of
such childto verify that the child is being home school ed and not in viol ation of section 167.031,
RSMo, before making areport of such aviolation. Any report of aviolation of section 167.031,
RSMo, made by ajuvenile officer regarding a child who is being home schooled shall be made
to the prosecuting attorney of the county where the child legally resides.

211.442. Asused in sections 211.442 to 211.487, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise, the following terms mean:
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(1) "Child", anindividual under eighteen years of age;

(2) "Minor", any person who has not attained the age of eighteen years;

(3) "Parent"[,] :

(a) A biological parent or parents[of achild, aswell as,] who have a parent and child
relationship asdefined in section 210.817 and section 210.819;

(b) The[husband of anatural mother at thetimethe child was conceived, or] presumed
father of a child under subdivisions (1), (2), and (3) of subsection 1 of section 210.822;

() The acknowledged father under section 210.823;

(d) Theadjudicated parent under sections 210.817 to 210.823;

(e) A parent or parents of a child by adoption, [including both the mother] and the
putative father of achild who has, beforethebirth or within fifteen days of the birth of the
child or prior tothefiling of a petition for termination of parental rightsor adoption, filed
an intent to declare paternity under section 192.016 or filed a parentage action under
sections 210.817 to 210.823 and properly served notice upon the mother.

The putative father of a child shall have no legal relationship unless he, prior to the entry of a
decree under sections 211.442 to 211.487, has acknowledged the child as his own by
affirmatively asserting his paternity.

211.444. 1. The juvenile court may, upon petition of the juvenile officer [or a
child-placing agency licensed under sections 210.481 to 210.536, RSMo, in conjunction with a
placement with such agency under subsection 6 of section 453.010, RSMo], the court-
appointed guardian ad litem, or the court before which a petition for adoption has been filed
pursuant to the provisionsof chapter 453, RSMo, terminatetherights of aparent or approvethe
consent to adoption by a parent, as defined in subdivision (3) of section 211.442, or of a
named father, to achild if the court finds that such termination or consent to adoption isin
the best interests of the child and the parent, as defined in subdivision (3) of section 211.442,
has consented in writing to the termination of hisor her parental rights or to the adoption.

2. Therightsto consent or withhold consent to the termination of parental rights
arewaived by a man who isnot parent under section 210.822, 210.823, or 211.442 at the
time of thefiling of a petition for adoption or for termination of parental rights. Failure
totimely fileasrequired in subdivision (3) of section 211.442 constitutes a waiver of such
rightsunless:

(1) The person wasled to believe through the mother'sfraud that:

(@) Themother was not pregnant when in fact shewas; or

(b) The pregnancy wasterminated when in fact the baby was born; or

(c) After thebirth, the child died when in fact the child isalive; and
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(2) The person upon the discovery of the fraud satisfied the requirements of
subdivision (3) of section 211.442 within fifteen days of such discovery.

3. A man whose consent to adoption is not required under section 453.030 or
453.040 waives hisrightstointervenein an action for termination of parental rightsor in
an action for adoption or waiveshisrightsto filea paternity action for a child he believes
ishisafter a petition for either adoption or termination of parental rights has been filed
with the court, unless he can prove that he has developed a consistent and substantial
relationship with the child, including but not limited to providing prenatal financial
support and medical care, consistent child support payments commensur ate with ability
to pay, consistent contact and visitation with the child, or assistancewith educational and
medical care, unless actively thwarted from doing so by the mother.

4. The written consent required by subsection 1 of this section may be executed before
or after the institution of the proceedings and shall be acknowledged before anotary public. In
lieu of such acknowledgment, the signature of the person giving the written consent shall be
witnessed by at least two adult persons who are present at the execution whose signatures and
addresses shall be plainly written thereon and who determine and certify that the consent is
knowingly and freely given. The two adult witnesses shall not be the prospective parents. The
notary public or withesses shall verify the identity of the party signing the consent.

[3.] 5. The written consent required by subsection 1 of this section shall be valid and
effective only after the child is at least forty-eight hours old and if it complies with the other
requirements of section 453.030, RSMo.

211.453. 1. Service of summons shall be made asin other civil cases in the manner
prescribed in section 506.150, RSMo. However, if service cannot be made as prescribed in
section 506.150, RSMo, and it is not waived, then the service shall be made by mail or
publication as provided in section 506.160, RSMo.

2. Persons who shall be summoned and receive a copy of the petition shall include:

(1) The[parent] mother of thechild, [including aputativefather who hasacknowledged
thechild ashisown by affirmatively asserting hispaternity,] asdefined in sections210.817 and
210.819, and only the man who:

(a) Ispresumed to bethefather under subdivision (1), (2), or (3) of subsection 1 of
section 210.822; or

(b) Has filed an action to establish his paternity, in a court of competent
jurisdiction, under sections210.817 to 210.853 no later than fifteen days after thebirth of
the child and has served a copy of the petition on the mother in accordance with section
506.100, or prior tothefiling of a petition for termination of parental rights or adoption;
or
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(c) Hasacknowledged paternity under section 210.823 no later than fifteen days
after the birth of the child, or prior to thefiling of a petition for termination of parental
rightsor adoption; or

(d) Filed with the putativefather registry under section 192.016 a notice of intent
to claim paternity and hasfiled an action to establish hispaternity in a court of competent
jurisdiction no later than fifteen days after the birth of the child or prior tothefiling of a
petition for termination of parental rightsor adoption, unlessthe parent hasfiled a consent
to the termination of parental rights or consent to adoption in court;

(2) Theguardian of the person of the child;

(3) The person, agency or organization having custody of the child;

(4) Thefoster parent, relative or other person with whom the child has been placed; and

(5) Any other person whose presence the court deems necessary.

3. In all caseswheretheidentity of thefather isunknown, a sear ch of the Missouri
putative father registry shall be conducted to determine if a man is registered with the
putativefather registry. If such aman isdiscovered, serviceshall becarried out according
to theprovisionsof thissection. If no such man isdiscovered, the court shall not require
serviceon an unknown father. Thecourt shall not require servicein the case of aparent whose
identity is unknown and cannot be ascertained, or cannot be located, as determined under
section 210.127.

4. Any person required to receilve summons may walve appearance or service of
summons.

453.010. 1. Any person desiringto adopt another person ashisor her child shall petition
the juvenile division of the circuit court of the county in which:

(1) The person seeking to adopt resides;

(2) The child sought to be adopted was born;

(3) Thechildislocated at the time of the filing of the petition; or

(4) Either birth person resides.

2. A petition to adopt shall not be dismissed or denied on the grounds that the petitioner
isnot domiciled or does not residein any of the venues set forth in subdivision (2), (3) or (4) of
subsection 1 of this section.

3. If the person sought to be adopted is a child who is under the prior and continuing
jurisdiction of a court pursuant to the provision of chapter 211, RSMo, any person desiring to
adopt such person as his or her child, or the court-appointed guardian ad litem of the
prospective adoptee, shal petition the juvenile division of the circuit court which has
jurisdiction over the child for permission to adopt such person as hisor her child. Upon receipt
of amotion from the petitioner and consent of the receiving court, the juvenile division of the
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circuit court which has jurisdiction over the child may transfer jurisdiction to the juvenile
division of acircuit court within any of the alternative venues set forth in subsection 1 of this
section.

4. If the petitioner has a spouse living and competent to join in the petition, such spouse
may join therein, and in such case the adoption shall be by them jointly. If such a spouse does
not join the petition the court in itsdiscretion may, after ahearing, order such joinder, andif such
order is not complied with may dismiss the petition.

5. Upon receipt of aproperly filed petition, acourt, as defined in this section, shall hear
such petitioninatimely fashion. A court or any child-placing agency shall not deny or delay the
placement of a child for adoption when an approved family is available, regardless of the
approved family's residence or domicile. The court shall expedite the placement of a child for
adoption pursuant to subsection 3 of this section.

6. A licensed child-placing agency may file a petition for transfer of custody if abirth
parent consents in writing by power of attorney for placement of a minor child, a consent to
adoption, or any other document which evidences a desire to place the child with the licensed
child-placing agency for the purposes of transfer of custody of the child to the licensed
child-placing agency. The written consent obtained from the birth parent shall strictly comply
with section 453.030.

453.040. The consent to the adoption of a child is not required of:

(1) A parent whose rights with reference to the child have been terminated pursuant to
law, including section 211.444, RSMo, or section 211.447, RSMo, or other similar lawsin other
states;

(2) A parent of achild who haslegally consented to a future adoption of the child;

(3) A parent whose identity is unknown and cannot be ascertained at the time of the
filing of the petition;

(4) A manwho has not been established to be the father and who isnot presumed by law
to bethefather, and who, after the conception of the child, executesaverified statement denying
paternity and disclaiming any interest in the child and acknowledging that this statement is
irrevocable when executed and follows the consent as set forth in section 453.030;

(5) A parent or other person who has not executed a consent and who, after proper
service of process, failsto file an answer or make an appearance in aproceeding for adoption or
for termination of parenta rights at the time such causeis heard,

(6) A parent who has amental condition which is shown by competent evidence either
to be permanent or such that thereis no reasonable likelihood that the condition can bereversed
and which renders the parent unable to knowingly provide the child the necessary care, custody
and control;
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(7) A parent who has for a period of at least six months, for a child one year of age or
older, or at |east sixty days, for a child under one year of age, immediately prior to the filing of
the petition for adoption, willfully abandoned the child or, for a period of at least six months
immediately prior to the filing of the petition for adoption, willfully, substantially and
continuously neglected to provide him with necessary care and protection;

(8) A parent whoserightsto the child may beterminated for any of the grounds set forth
in section 211.447, RSMo, and whose rights have been terminated after hearing and proof of
such grounds as required by sections 211.442 t0 211.487, RSMo. Such petition for termination
may be filed as a count in an adoption petition;

(90 A man whose consent isnot required under subdivision (2) of subsection 3 of
section 453.030.

453.045. A man whose consent to adoption isnot required under section 453.030
or 453.040 waives hisright to intervenein an action for termination of parental rightsor
in an action for adoption or to file a paternity action for a child he believesis his after a
petition for either adoption or termination of parental rightshasbeen filed with the court,
unless he can prove that he has developed a consistent and substantial relationship with
the child, including but not limited to providing prenatal financial support and medical
care, consistent child support payments commensurate with ability to pay, consistent
contact and visitation with the child, and assistance with educational and medical care,
unless actively thwarted from doing so by the mother.

453.065. Asused in sections 453.065 to 453.074, the following words and terms shall
have the meanings indicated:

(1) "Child", aperson within the state who is under the age of eighteen or in the custody
of thedivision of family serviceswho isin need of medical, dental, educational, mental or other
related health services and treatment, as defined in this section, or who belongs to aracial or
ethnic minority, who isfive years of age or older, or who isamember of asibling group, and for
whom an adoptive home is not readily available. If the physical, dental or mental condition of
the child requires care after the age of eighteen, payment can be continued with the approval of
thedivision of family services of the department of social services and subject to annual review;

(2) "Diminishing alotment”, a monthly payment which periodically diminishes over a
period of not longer than four years at which time it ceases;

(3) "Long term subsidy”, a continuous monthly payment toward the child's care for a
period of more than four years,

(4) " Post-adoption contact agreement” , awr itten agr eement appr oved by thecourt
under subsection 5 of section 210.080;
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(5) "Specid services', an alotment to a child who is in need of medical, dental,
educational, mental health or other rel ated heal th servicesand treatment, including treatment for
physical handicap, intellectual impairment, developmental disability, mental or emotional
disturbance, social maladjustment;

[(5)] (6) "Timelimited subsidy", a monthly allotment which is continued for alimited
time after legal adoption, not exceeding four years. This compensation isto aid the family in
integrating the care of the new child in their home.

453.080. 1. The court shall conduct a hearing to determine whether the adoption shall
be finalized. During such hearing, the court shall ascertain whether:

(1) The person sought to be adopted, if achild, hasbeeninthelawful and actual custody
of the petitioner for aperiod of at least six months prior to entry of the adoption decree; except
that the six-month period may be waived if the person sought to be adopted is a child who is
under the prior and continuing jurisdiction of a court pursuant to chapter 211, RSMo, and the
person desiring to adopt thechildisthe child'scurrent foster parent. "Lawful and actual custody”
shall include atransfer of custody pursuant to the laws of this state, another state, aterritory of
the United States, or another country;

(2) The court has received and reviewed a postplacement assessment on the monthly
contacts with the adoptive family pursuant to section 453.077, except for good cause shownin
the case of a child adopted from aforeign country;

(3) The court has received and reviewed an updated financial affidavit;

(4) The court has received the recommendations of the guardian ad litem and has
received and reviewed the recommendations of the person placing the child, the person making
the assessment and the person making the postplacement assessment;

(5) Thereiscompliancewiththeuniform child custody jurisdiction act, sections452.440
to 452.550, RSMo;

(6) Thereiscompliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act, if applicable;

(7) There is compliance with the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children
pursuant to section 210.620, RSMo; and

(8) Itisfit and proper that such adoption should be made.

2. If apetition for adoption has been filed pursuant to section 453.010 and atransfer of
custody has occurred pursuant to section 453.110, the court may authorize the filing for
finalization in another state if the adoptive parents are domiciled in that state.

3. If the court determines the adoption should be finalized, a decree shall be issued
setting forth the facts and ordering that from the date of the decree the adoptee shall be for all
legal intents and purposes the child of the petitioner or petitioners. The court may decree that
the name of the person sought to be adopted be changed, according to the prayer of the petition.
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4. Beforethe completion of an adoption, the exchange of information among the parties
shall be at the discretion of the parties. Upon completion of an adoption, further contact among
the parties shall be at the discretion of the adoptive parents, unless a post-adoption contact
agreement isformed under subsection 5 of thissection. The court shall not have jurisdiction
to deny continuing contact between the adopted person and the birth parent, or an adoptive parent
and a birth parent. Additionally, the court shall not have jurisdiction to deny an exchange of
identifying information between an adoptive parent and a birth parent.

5. If aprospectiveadopteeisat least two year sof age, a pr ospectiveadoptive parent
and parent of the prospective adoptee, including par ents of those children who are under
the continuing jurisdiction of the juvenile court, may enter into a written agreement to
allow contact after the adoption between the parent or parents or other relative of the
adoptee and the adoptee and adoptive parent or parents. An adoptive parent or parents
and former parent or parentsof an adoptee may enter into a written agreement to allow
contact between arelative or former parent of the adoptee and the adoptee or adoptive
parent or parents. The agreement shall be in writing and approved by the court. The
agreement shall include:

(1) An acknowledgment by the former parent or parents that the adoption is
irrevocable, even if the adoptive parent or parents do not abide by the post-adoption
contact agr eement;

(2) An acknowledgment by the adoptive parent or parents that the agreement
grantsthefor mer parent or parentstheright toseek toenfor cethepost-adoption privileges
set forth in the agreement.

The court shall not approve an agreement unless the agreement is approved by the
adoptive parent or parents and any former parent or other relative of the adoptee with
whom the agreement isbeing made. Thecourt shall enforceawritten agreement madein
accor dance with this section unless enforcement isnot in the adoptee' s best interests.

472.020. 1. The probatedivision of the circuit court may hear and determine all matters
pertaining to probate business, to granting letters testamentary and of administration, the
appointment of guardians and conservators of minors and incapacitated and disabled persons,
settling theaccounts of personal representativesand conservators, and the sale or leasing of lands
by personal representatives and conservators, including jurisdiction of the construction of wills
as an incident to the administration of estates, of the determination of heirship, of the
administration of testamentary and inter vivostrusts, of disability and incapacity proceedingsas
provided by law and of such other probate business as may be prescribed by law.
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2. Thejuveniledivision of thecircuit court shall have concurrent jurisdiction over
guardianship actions for children who are wards of the juvenile court at the time the
guardianship petitionisfiled under theMissouri probatecode, sections475.010t0475.370.

475.035. 1. The venue for the appointment of a guardian or conservator shall be:

(2) Inthecounty inthisstate wheretheminor or alleged incapacitated or disabled person
isdomiciled; or

(2) If theminor or alleged incapacitated or disabled person has no domicilein this state,
theninthe county inwhich the minor or alleged incapacitated or disabled person actually resides,
or if he or she does not reside in any county, then in any county wherein thereisany property of
the minor or alleged incapacitated or disabled person; or

(3) Inthe county, or on any federal reservation within the county, wherein the minor or
alleged incapacitated or disabled person or hisor her property is found; or

(4) In acounty of this state which is within a judicia circuit which has prior and
continuing jurisdiction over the minor pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection 1 of section
211.031, RSMo. Such juvenile court shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the probate
court under subsection 2 of section 211.031.

2. If the alleged incapacitated or disabled person has resided in a county other than the
county of hisor her domicilefor more than one year, the court of that county may assume venue
for the purpose of appointment of a guardian or conservator.

3. If proceedings are commenced in more than one county, they shall be stayed except
inthe county wherefirst commenced until final determination of venuein the county wherefirst
commenced. The proceeding is deemed commenced by the filing of a petition; and the
proceeding first legally commenced to appoint a conservator of the estate extends to all of the
property of the protectee in this stete.

475.045. 1. Except in cases where they fail or refuse to give required security or are
adjudged unfit for the duties of guardianship or conservatorship, or waive their rights to be
appointed, the following persons, if otherwise qualified, shall be appointed as guardians or
conservators of minors:

(1) The parent or parents of the minor, except as provided in section 475.030;

(2) If any minor over the age of fourteen years has no qualified parent living, a person
nominated by the minor, unless the court finds appointment contrary to the best interests of the
minor;

(3) Where both parents of aminor are dead, any person appointed under [this section or]
section 475.046, or by the will of the last surviving parent, who has not been adjudged unfit or
incompetent for the duties of guardian or conservator.
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2. Unfitness of any of the persons mentioned in subsection 1 of this section for the
duties of guardianship or conservatorship may be adjudged by the court after due notice and
hearing.

3. If no appointment is made under subsection 1 of this section, the court shall appoint
asguardian or conservator of aminor the most suitable person who iswilling to serve and whose
appointment serves the best interests of the child to a stable and permanent placement.
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