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House Resolution No. 3369

Whereas, it is with special pleasure that the members of the Missouri House of Representatives

pause to recognize an outstanding Missouri citizen who has distinguished himself through many years of
excellence in the workplace; and

Whereas, Benjamin Franklin, an esteemed resident of Bolivar, Missouri, will officially retire from

the Springfield Public Schools on June 30, 2008, after a long and illustrious teaching career that has spanned an
incredible forty years; and

Whereas, Benjamin Franklin has played an integral role in the educational development of

numerous Missouri youngsters as the Director of Special Education with the Springfield Public Schools for the
past nine years, prior to which time he served as the Director of Special Education with the Hickman Mills and
Sedalia school systems, Counselor for the Mountain Grove and Stockton school systems, classroom teacher
with the Humansville, Bolivar, and Jericho Springs school systems, and Special Education Supervisor for the
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE); and

Whereas, a trained Hearing Officer and Mediator for DESE, Benjamin Franklin holds degrees

from Southwest Baptist University, University of Miami, and Missouri State University; and

Whereas, Benjamin Franklin is exceedingly proud of his affiliation with the Missouri Council of

Administrators of Education, the Optimist Club, Habitat for Humanity, Bolivar First Baptist Church, Bolivar
Community Choir, and the Boy Scouts of America program; and

Whereas, the son of the late Carl and Sylvia Franklin, Benjamin Franklin has been abundantly

blessed with the love and admiration of a wonderful family whose members include his devoted wife, Emma;
his son and daughter-in-law, Chris and Kim Franklin; his two stepchildren, Shirley Trudzinski and Steve
Sheldon; and his five grandchildren, Alex, Elizabeth, Rachel, Michael, and Amara:

Now, therefore, be it resolved that we, the members of the Missouri House of

Representatives, Ninety-fourth General Assembly, join in expressing our utmost appreciation to Benjamin
Franklin for his forty years of unparalleled service to the Springfield Public Schools and to the teaching
profession; and

Be it further resolved that the Chief Clerk of the Missouri House of Representatives be

instructed to prepare a properly inscribed copy of this resolution for Benjamin Franklin.

Offered by ______________________________________
Representative Mike Parson
District No. 133

I, Rod Jetton, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Ninety-fourth General Assembly, Second Regular Session,
do certify that the above is a true and correct copy of House
Resolution No. 3369, adopted June 5, 2008.

_______________________________________________
Rod Jetton, Speaker


