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AN ACT

To amend chapter 577, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to impounding
vehicles.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 577, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 577.016, to read as follows:

577.016. 1. Except asprovided in subsection 2 of this section, in addition to any
other penalty which may be imposed upon a person convicted of a violation of section
577.010 or 577.012, the court may order that the convicted person's motor vehicle or
vehiclesbeimpounded or immobilized for aperiod of up tooneyear and that theconvicted
per son pay all reasonabletowing, impoundment, and storagefeesor other immobilization
COsts.

2. Thecourt shall not order theimpoundment or immobilization of amotor vehicle
driven by a person convicted of a violation of section 577.010 or 577.012 if the motor
vehicle had been stolen or converted at thetimeit wasdriven in violation of said sections.

3. Prior to ordering the impoundment or immobilization of a motor vehicle or
vehiclesowned by a per son convicted of aviolation of section 577.010 or 577.012, the court
shall consider, but not be limited to, the following:
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(2) Whether theimpoundment or immobilization of themotor vehiclewould result
in the loss of employment by the convicted person or a member of such person's family;
and

(2) Whether the ability of the convicted person or a member of the convicted
person’'sfamily to attend school or obtain medical carewould be impaired.

4. Any personal property in avehicleimpounded pursuant to this subsection may
beretrieved prior to or duringthe period of such impoundment or immobilization.

5. If theowner or lessee of amotor vehiclewhich hasbeen impounded pursuant to
thissection refusesto pay any towing, impoundment, storage, or other feesrelatingtothe
impoundment or immobilization of such vehicleor failsto take possession of such vehicle
within thirty days following the date of the expiration of the impoundment period, such
vehicle shall be deemed abandoned and the vehicle may be disposed of under the
provisions of chapter 304, RSMo, by the per son having possession of such vehicle.

6. Asused in this section, the convicted person’'s motor vehicle or vehicles shall
include any vehicle leased by such person. If the lease on the convicted person's motor
vehicle subject to impoundment or immobilization expiresin lessthan oneyear from the
date of theimpoundment or immobilization, the time of impoundment or immobilization
of such vehicle shall be the amount of timeremaining on the lease.

7. Theprovisionsof thissection shall not apply to any motor vehiclethat isjointly
titled or leased.
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