HB 831 -- Charter School s
Sponsor: Robb

This bill permts charter schools to be established in any
district with nore than 2,000 students that was designated as
unaccredited or provisionally accredited in its |ast
accreditation review, as well as clarifies that charter schools
are permtted in any district that contains territory that was
formerly part of a district where charter schools were

aut hori zed. Sponsorship of charter schools is opened to any
four-year college with an approved teacher preparation program
as well as the mayors of the cities of St. Louis and Kansas City,
and to the University of Mssouri-Rolla specifically for purposes
of renedi ating reading deficiencies. The Departnent of

El ementary and Secondary Education will retain 1.5%of a charter
school’s aid allocation to defray costs of sponsorship.
Nonprofit corporations managi ng charter schools nust maintain a
surety bond in an anpbunt no less than the total funds to be
received during the year. The current maxi mum of 5% of a
district’s buildings being available for conversion to charter
schools is repealed, as is the provision that a charter school
cannot be located on district property without the district’s
consent. Each school district where a charter is permtted nust
offer the right of first refusal to charter schools when the
district wishes to dispose of property.

Charter sponsors mnust ensure that crimnal background and child
abuse registry checks are conducted for all nenbers of the
school’s governing board. Charter school governing board nenbers
nmust not be enployed by the charter school or any conpany that
provi des substantial services to the charter school. Board
menbers are considered to be decision-making public servants for
fi nanci al discl osure purposes, and conpani es nanagi ng the school s
are to be considered quasi-public governnental bodies. Board
menbers are subject to liability as if they were nenbers of

school boards, and charter schools may participate in the

M ssouri Public Entity Ri sk Managenent Fund.

The bill makes several technical changes to the charter
application process, clarifying what itens nust be submtted and
on what tinetable. The State Board of Education nay deny a
charter based on the sponsor’s prior failure to exercise its
responsibilities. Charters may be revoked if the school does not
furni sh conpliance information within 45 days of a request.
Sponsors nust take all reasonable steps to confirm conpliance.

Al ternative charter schools will be judged on their performance
on neasures sel ected by the sponsors, as well as standardized
public school neasures. Charters may be anended when operation
or managenent is transferred to another entity and if a charter



school decides to becone a | ocal education agency (LEA) for
pur poses of seeking direct access to federal grants. |If a
charter school becones an LEA, it may receive its aid paynent
directly fromthe departnment rather than fromthe district.

D sputes anong the departnent, the school district, and the
charter school will be resolved by the Adm nistrative Hearing
Comm ssion, eligible for review by the circuit court.

Charter schools offering a foreign | anguage i nmmersi on program are
not required to neet the m ni num percentage for certificated
teachers. No charter school may enpl oy a teacher whose
certificate has been revoked or suspended. An enployee of an
entity providing service to a charter school may elect to
participate in the retirenent plan of the enployer.



