HB 679 -- PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT | N EDUCATI ON
SPONSOR: Kr aus

COMW TTEE ACTION:. Voted "do pass” by the Commttee on El enentary
and Secondary Education by a vote of 15 to O.

This bill requires the State Board of Education to adopt a policy
by Decenber 1, 2005, that encourages effective famly invol venent
I n education. The policy will apply when the state board
interacts with school districts, parents, and nenbers of the
general public. The state board will consult wth | ocal
districts to assist in the devel opnent of simlar district
policies, which nust be adopted no later than March 1, 2006.

Both the state board and | ocal school boards’ policies nust
pronote, anong ot her goals, comrunication, support and
recognition of the role parents play, and inclusion of parents as
full partners in educational decision-making. These policies
nmust be reviewed at | east once a year.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS:  Supporters say that successful schools are ones in
whi ch parents feel welconme. The bill will focus districts’
attention and help themevaluate their efforts to nake famlies
part of the education process.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Kraus; M ssouri
Congress of Parents and Teachers; M ssouri School Boards
Associ ati on; Cooperating School Districts of Geater Kansas City;
M ssouri National Education Association; Mssouri State Teachers
Associ ation; M ssouri Federation of Teachers and School - Rel at ed
Per sonnel ; M ssouri School Adm nistrators Coalition; and M ssour
Associ ation of Elenentary School Principals.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.

OTHERS: O hers testifying on the bill say the M ssouri School

| mpr ovenment Program does have sone el enents that address parental
i nvol venent, but it is unlikely that a district would | ose
accredi tation based solely on | ow scores for parental

I nvol venent .

O hers testifying on the bill was Departnent of Elenentary and
Secondary Educati on.
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