HB 593 -- PEACE OFFI CER RESI DENCY REQUI REMENTS
SPONSOR:  Por t wood

COMWM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Crine
Prevention and Public Safety by a vote of 10 to 1.

This bill prohibits the Board of Police Conm ssioners in the Gty
of St. Louis fromrequiring peace officers to reside within the
city limts after the person has been enpl oyed for four
consecutive years as a peace officer. The board may require
officers tolive within the state and may offer incentives to
encourage themto live wwthin the city, but may not discrimnate
agai nst them based on their residency.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the main reason officers choose
to leave the city is the lack of an appropriate public school for
their children. The St. Louis Public School District is not even
accredited at this tine. Oficers who stay wwthin the city nust
send their children to private schools, which is a hardship for
of ficers whose pay is inadequate. For those officers whose

chil dren have special needs, staying in the city is not an
option. The Board of Police Comm ssioners says it has a waiver
procedure established for officers with special needs children,
but it is strongly suggested that you don't apply for that

wai ver. |t costs the city about $50,000 to train an officer, and
many of them | eave as soon as possible. This basically nmeans the
City of St. Louis is paying to train officers for other cities.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Portwood; St. Louis
Pol i ce Leadership Association; and M ssouri Fraternal Order of
Pol i ce.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that this a |ocal
control issue and should be decided by the local entities

i nvol ved. The Board of Police Conm ssioners was the body that
enacted the current requirenents, and it should be the body
maki ng any changes to it. The board has addressed this issue
repeatedly and, along with the Mayor’s O fice, has chosen to keep
the residency requirenents in place. Peace officers are no
different than other enployees of the City of St. Louis. Every
enpl oyee nmust live within the city. The argunent that the city
can’t keep officers because of the residency requirenent is not
supported by the data. A very snall percentage of police
officers leaving the city cite the residency requirenent as a
reason for | eaving.



Testifying against the bill were Representatives Johnson (61) and
El-Amin; Ofice of the Mayor, City of St. Louis; St. Louis Board
of Police Conm ssioners; Mssouri Minicipal League; and St. Louis
City Police Oficers’ Association.
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