HCS SS SB 1023 -- CRIM NAL USE OF AUDI OVI SUAL DEVI CES
SPONSOR:  Gri esheiner (Threl kel d)

COMWM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on Crine
Prevention and Public Safety by a vote of 13 to O.

This substitute creates the crine of crimnal use of rea
property, a class A m sdeneanor. The crine is conmtted when a
person operates a video canmera within a novie theater w thout the
perm ssion of the theater owner. A second or subsequent offense
is aclass D felony. The substitute exenpts the owner of the
novie theater fromcivil liability for detaining a person
suspected of the offense, as long as the detention is reasonabl e.

The substitute also nmakes it a class Cfelony to interfere with
any cable tel evision equi pment which results in the disruption or
unaut hori zed use of any cabl e tel evision service.

FI SCAL NOTE: Estimted Cost on CGeneral Revenue Fund of Less than
$100, 000 i n FY 2005, FY 2006, and FY 2007. No inpact on O her
State Funds in FY 2005, FY 2006, and FY 2007.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill is needed to prevent
the pirating of notion pictures. People are going into novie
theaters with a video canera, recording the film and selling DVD

copies for $5. The bill nakes this a m sdeneanor and allows the
theater owner to detain the person until police arrive, like the
shoplifting laws. The bill also clarifies that tanpering with a

cable television systemis a violation of the theft of cable
tel evision statute.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Threl keld for Senator
Griesheiner; Mdttion Picture Associ ation of Anerica; and AT&T.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.
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