HB 1777 -- Public Order

Sponsor or Co- Sponsors: Johnson (61), Legan

Same as or simlar to: Year :

Emer gency d ause: No or Effective Date of: No

Use Sunmary For: Version:, Year : ,

Ver bati m

Modi fy above as fol |l ows:

New sunmary as foll ows:

CONSUMER PROTECTI ON

This bill makes it unlawful to use unfair |everage in the sale of
essential consuner nerchandi se during a consuner marked

di sruption due to weather, natural disaster, civil disorder or
ot her specified energencies. Prima facie evidence of unfair

| everage includes a show ng of a gross disparity between the
price at which the seller sold the nerchandise and the seller’s
price for simlar nerchandi se before the marked disruption, or a
gross disparity between the price at which the seller sold the
mer chandi se and the price at which conparabl e nmerchandi se was
available in the area at the sane tine. Prima facie evidence may
be rebutted by the seller by a showng that the seller did not
exercise unfair | everage. Persons who exercise unfair |everage
are liable for restitution to consuners, a civil penalty to the
State of M ssouri, and may be subject to civil action comrenced
by the Attorney General

The bill also authorizes the governor to declare a consuner



energency by executive order if a consunmer market disruption

exi sts, and specifies what such an order nust include.

The bill creates the crinme of crimnal profiteering. Crim nal
profiteering is defined as know ngly or recklessly selling
essential consuner nerchandise at a profit margin over 10%
greater than the seller’s profit margin for simlar nerchandi se
before a consuner market disruption. Crimnal profiteering is a

cl ass D fel ony.

TERRORI ST THREATS

This bill revises the current crinme of making a terrorist threat.
It renoves existing | anguage that defines making a terrorist
threat as threatening to commt a felony or naking a fal se report
about the conmm ssion of a felony, and replaces it with
threatening to conmt or making a false report about an incident
or condition involving danger to life. 1t also nakes certain

t echni cal changes.



