HB 1384 -- Child Support
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This bill establishes the Parental Child Support Responsibility
Programw thin the Departnent of Social Services. The program
al l ows custodial parents to receive parental child support
responsibility paynents for a qualified child in certain

ci rcunstances. The custodial parent nust apply for participation
in the program establish the paternity of the child, obtain a
child support order for the child, assign their right to collect
under the child support order to the State of M ssouri, and nust
opt not to receive cash assistance fromthe Tenporary Assistance

for Needy Fam |ies (TANF) program

The Departnent of Social Services calculates the parental child
support responsibility paynent on the | ast cal endar day of each
nonth. The anobunt is the greater of the nonthly child support
paynment made by the non-custodial parent, or the anount

cal cul at ed under the provisions of this bill. Under this bill

the parental child support responsibility paynent is equal to the



sum of $285 for the first child, $140 for the second child, and
$65 for each additional child. These amounts must be adjusted
annual Iy based on changes in the Mssouri self-sufficiency
standard or the consuner price index if the self-sufficiency

standard i s not avail abl e.

A custodial parent is not eligible for parental child support
responsibility paynents if his or her household incone is nore
than 225% of the federal poverty level. The parental child
support responsibility paynent is decreased increnentally for
househol ds with incones between 100% and 225% of the federal
poverty based on an earned incone disregard, until the parental
child support responsibility paynent reaches zero for incones at
225% of the federal poverty level. |If the parental child support
responsibility paynent amount is zero, then the custodial parent
is entitled to receive only the court-ordered or

adm ni stratively-ordered child support anount.

The expenditures for this programare |[imted to the anount
appropriated or if no anount is specifically appropriated, the
anount of general revenue necessary to neet the state nmaintenance
of efforts requirenments for the TANF program |f the funding for
the programis not sufficient, the Departnent of Social Services
can reduce the maxi num federal poverty level, or prorate the

nont hly paynents. The paynents may not be |ess than the nonthly



child support that is paid by the noncustodial parent.

The parental child support responsibility paynments are primarily
funded by child support paid by the noncustodial parent. The
general assenbly provides other necessary funding subject to
appropriations. The State of Mssouri retains the nonthly
paynments made by the noncustodial parent in the anount specified
in the child support order as reinbursenent of the parental child
support responsibility paynent. |f the noncustodial parent’s
paynent is |l ess than the anmount in the child support order, or if
t he noncust odi al parent makes no child support paynent, the
noncust odi al parent owes the amount of the deficiency or the
entire anmount to the State of Mssouri. Appropriations from
general revenue for this programcan be counted toward the

state’s mai ntenance of efforts for the TANF program

A noncust odi al parent who is nore than two nonths behind in his

or her child support obligations nust be referred to the parent’s
fair share program |If a noncustodial parent is referred to the
parent’s fair share program and refuses to participate, or is not
maki ng progress, he or she is subject to all penalties avail able
for failure to pay child support. A noncustodial parent who has

been in the parent’s fair share programfor five years and who is
not making at |east the current child support paynent is presuned

to have failed the program and nust be referred to the Departnent



of Soci al

support.

Services for

penalties for failure to pay child



