HB 1911 -- Disposition of Human Fetuses

Sponsor or Co- Sponsors: Sel by, Denpsey, Luetkenhaus, Dol an,
Bearden, Neager, Reid

Simlar to: HB 1606 Year: 2002

Enmer gency d ause: or Effective Date of:
Use Summary For: \Version:, Year : ,
Ver batim

Modi fy above as foll ows:
New summary as follows: This bill establishes the D sposition of

Human Fet uses Act.

The bill:
(1) Contains definitions for "final disposition” and "remains of

a human fetus”;

(2) Requires that the nother of the dead human fetus determ ne
the final disposition of the remains of the fetus in every

i nstance of fetal death. The nother is allowed to choose any
means of final disposition authorized by |law or by the Director

of the Departnent of Health and Seni or Services;

(3) Authorizes the final disposition of human fetal remnains by
cremation, burial, incineration in an approved nedi cal waste

i ncinerator, or other nmeans approved by the director. The

di sposition nust be consistent with state |aw or adm nistrative

rules. If the disposition occurs by incineration, the remains



must be incinerated separately from nedi cal waste;

(4) Does not require a religious service or cerenony to be held;

(5) Requires licensed hospitals and other |icensed health care
facilities to adopt witten standards for the disposition of
human fetal remains. Licensed health care facilities are required

to provide the nother a copy of their witten standards;

(6) Requires licensed hospitals or other licensed health care
facilities to notify the nother within a 24-hour period of her
right to determne the final disposition and the nethods of final
di sposition of the fetal remains as contained in the bill. The
24-hour notification is required if a mscarriage occurs at the

facility;

(7) Requires the licensed health care facility to provide on-site
counseling services to the nother or refer the nother to an
appropriate provider of counseling services concerning the death

of the fetus; and

(8) Requires that persons who violate provisions of the bill are

guilty of a class C m sdeneanor.



