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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 2007

91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE O'CONNOR.

Read 1% time February 20, 2002, and 1000 copies ordered printed.
TED WEDEL, Chief Clerk
4684L.011

AN ACT

Torepeal section 301.130, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relatingto license
plates.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 301.130, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 301.130, to read asfollows:

301.130. 1. [The director of revenue, upon receipt of a proper application for
registration, required fees and any other information which may be required by law, shall issue
to the applicant a certificate of registration in such manner and form as the director of revenue
may prescribe and a set of license plates, or other evidence of registration, as provided herein.
Each set of license plates shall bear the name or abbreviated name of this state, the words
"SHOW-ME STATE", the month and year in which the registration shall expire, and an
arrangement of numbers or letters, or both, as shall be assigned from year to year by the director
of revenue. Specia plates for qualified disabled veterans will have the "DISABLED
VETERAN" wording onthelicenseplatesin preferenceto thewords"SHOW-ME STATE" and
special platesfor members of the national guard will havethe"NATIONAL GUARD" wording
in preference to the words "SHOW-ME STATE".

2. Thearrangement of |etters and numbers of license plates shall be uniform throughout
each classification of registration.

3. The background of all license plates, or the letters and numerals thereof, shall be
coated with a material which will reflect the lights of other vehicles. The nature and
specifications of this material shall be determined after a public hearing by the director of

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold faced brackets[thus] in thisbill isnot enacted and isintended
to beomitted in the law.
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revenue, director of prison industries, and superintendent of the state highway patrol, and shall
meet the standards established by the state transportation department.

4. Figureson license plates, except those which may be used to designate gross wei ghts
for which commercia motor vehicles areregistered, shall not belessthan threeinchesin height
and the strokes thereof not less than five-sixteenths of an inch in width. In the case of
motorcycles and motortricycles, the letters and figures shall be not less than one inch in height
and the strokes thereof one-eighth of an inch in width. The director may provide for the
arrangement of the numbers in groups or otherwise, and for other distinguishing marks on the
plates.

5. All property-carrying commercial motor vehiclesto beregistered at agrossweight in
excess of twelve thousand pounds, all passenger-carrying commercial motor vehicles, local
transit buses, school buses, trailers, semitrailers, motorcycles, motortricycles, motorscootersand
driveaway vehiclesshall beregistered with the director of revenue as provided for in subsection
3 of section 301.030, but only one license plate shall be issued for each such vehicle.

6. The platesissued to manufacturers and dealers shall bear theletter "D" preceding the
number, and the director may place upon the plates other letters or marks to distinguish
commercial motor vehicles and trailers and other types of motor vehicles.

7. No motor vehicle or trailer shall be operated on any highway of this state unless it
shall have displayed thereon the license plate or set of license plates issued by the director of
revenue and authorized by section 301.140. Each such plate shall be securely fastened to the
motor vehiclein amanner so that all parts thereof shall be plainly visible and reasonably clean
so that the reflective qualities thereof are not impaired. License plates shall be fastened to all
motor vehiclesexcept trucks, tractors, truck tractorsor truck-tractorslicensed in excessof twelve
thousand pounds on the front and rear of such vehicles not less than eight nor more than
forty-eight inches above the ground, with the letters and numbers thereon right side up. The
license plates on trailers, motorcycles, motortricycles and motorscooters shall be displayed on
the rear of such vehicles, with the letters and numbers thereon right side up. The license plate
ontrucks, tractors, truck tractors or truck-tractorslicensed in excess of twelve thousand pounds
shall be displayed on the front of such vehicles not less than eight nor more than forty-eight
inches above the ground, with the letters and numbers thereon right side up. The license plate
or plates authorized by section 301.140, when properly attached, shall be prima facie evidence
that the required fees have been paid.

8. (1) Thedirector of revenue shall issue annually atab or set of tabs as evidence of the
annual payment of registration fees and the current registration of avehiclein lieu of the set of
plates; except that thedirector shall annually issueanew license plate or set of platesasprovided
in this section for vehicles registered pursuant to subsection 2 of section 301.277, commercial
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motor vehiclesin excess of twelve thousand pounds, trailers, buses and dealers.

(2) Thevehicle owner to whom atab or set of tabsisissued shall affix and display such
tab or tabs on the middle of the license plate, no more than one per plate.

(3) A tabor set of tabsissued by the director when attached to avehiclein the prescribed
manner shall be primafacie evidence that the registration fee for such vehicle has been paid.

(4) Except asprovided in subdivision (1) of thissubsection, the director of revenue shall
issue plates for a period of at least five years.

(5) For those commercial motor vehicles and trailers registered pursuant to section
301.041, the plate issued by the director of revenue shall be a permanent nonexpiring license
plate for which no tabs shall be issued. Nothing in this section shall relieve the owner of any
vehicle permanently registered pursuant to this section from the obligation to pay the annual
registration fee due for the vehicle. The permanent nonexpiring license plate shall be returned
to the director of revenue upon the sale or disposal of the vehicle by the owner to whom the
permanent nonexpiring license plate isissued, or the plate may be transferred to a replacement
commercia motor vehicle when the owner files a supplemental application with the Missouri
highway reciprocity commission for the registration of such replacement commercial motor
vehicle. Upon payment of the annual registration fee, the director of revenue shall issue a
certificate of registration or other suitable evidence of payment of the annual fee, and such
evidence of payment shall be carried at all timesin the vehicle for which it isissued.

(6) Upon the sale or disposal of any vehicle permanently registered under this section,
or upon the termination of alease of any such vehicle, the permanent nonexpiring plate issued
for such vehicle shall be returned to the director and shall not be valid for operation of such
vehicle, or the plate may be transferred to a replacement vehicle when the owner files a
supplemental application with the Missouri highway reciprocity commission for theregistration
of such replacement vehicle. If avehicle which is permanently registered under this section is
sold, wrecked or otherwise disposed of, or the lease terminated, the registrant shall be given
credit for any unused portion of the annual registration fee when the vehicle is replaced by the
purchase or lease of another vehicle during the registration year.

9. The director of revenue may prescribe rules and regulations for the effective
administration of this section. No rule or portion of arule promulgated under the authority of
this section shall become effective unlessit has been promulgated pursuant to the provisions of
section 536.024, RSMo.] Thedirector of revenue, upon receipt of a proper application for
registration, required feesand any other infor mation which may berequired by law, shall
issueto the applicant a certificate of registration in such manner and form asthedirector
of revenue may prescribe and a set of license plates, or other evidence of registration, as
provided in this section. Unless otherwise provided by law, each license plate or set of
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license platesissued, renewed, or replaced on or after January 1, 1997, shall contain the
following:

(1) Thenameor abbreviated name of this state;

(2) Thewords" SHOW-ME STATE";

(3) Themonth and year in which theregistration shall expire;

(4) An arrangement of numbersor letters, or both, as shall be assigned from year
to year by thedirector of revenue; and

(5) Fully reflective material with acommon color schemeand design for each type
of license plateissued pursuant to this chapter, which shall be designated by an advisory
committeeestablished in section 301.129. Thelicenseplatesshall beclearly visibleat night,
and shall be aesthetically attractive. Except as otherwise provided in this section, in
additiontoall other feesrequired by law, applicantsfor registration of vehicleswith license
plates that expire between January 1, 1997, and December 31, 1997, applicants for
registration of trailersor semi-trailerswith license platesthat expire between January 1,
1997, and December 31, 1999, and applicants for registration of vehicles that are to be
issued new license plates shall pay an additional fee of up to two dollars and twenty-five
cents, based on the actual cost of the reissuance, to cover the cost of the fully reflective
plates required by this subsection. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 3 of
section 301.067 to the contrary, every license plate for atrailer or semi-trailer which is
permanently registered under subsection 3 of section 301.067 shall be returned to the
director of revenue between January 1, 1997, and December 31, 1997, and a license plate
which conformsto the provisionsof thissubsection issued asar eplacement plateupon the
payment of aonedollar and fifteen cent fee per plate prescribed by thissubdivision. The
additional fee, based on theactual cost as prescribed by thissubdivision, shall only beone
dollar and fifteen centsfor issuanceof onenew platefor vehiclesrequiringonly onelicense
plate pursuant to subsection 5 or 7 of this section. The additional fee of two dollarsand
twenty-five cents prescribed in this subsection shall not be charged to personsreceiving
special license platesissued pursuant to section 301.073 or 301.443. The department of
revenueshall adopt aprogram wher eby all motor vehicleregistrationsrenewed on or after
January 1, 1997, will havereplacement reflective platesissued for such registration prior
to January 1, 2000. Special plates for qualified disabled veterans will have the
"DISABLED VETERAN" wordingonthelicenseplatesin placeof thewords" SHOW-ME
STATE" and special platesfor member sof thenational guard will havethe” NATIONAL
GUARD" wording in place of thewords"” SHOW-ME STATE". Veterans plates shall
have a white background with a blue and red configuration at the discretion of the
advisory committee established in section 301.129.
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2. The arrangement of letters and numbers of license plates shall be uniform
throughout each classification of registration.

3. The competitive bidding process used to select a vendor for the material to
manufacturethelicenseplatesshall consider theaesthetic appear anceof theplatesand the
reflectiveillumination capability for safety reasons. The advisory committee established
in section 301.129 shall adopt specifications for all reflective material. The competitive
biddingrequest for proposal shall contain adeduction in theamount of twenty-eight cents
per platefromthecost of ther eflectivesheeting. Thecommitteemay select graphicdesigns
or any of the plate processes approved on January 1, 1997.

4. Figureson license plates, except those which may be used to designate gross
weights for which commercial motor vehicles areregistered, shall be of a size set by the
advisory committee established in section 301.129. In the case of motorcycles,
motortricycles, and trailer sthat arepulled by motor cyclesor motortricycles, thelettersand
figures shall be of a size set by the advisory committee. The advisory committee may
provide for the arrangement of the numbers in groups or otherwise, and for other
distinguishing marks on the plates.

5. All property-carrying commercial motor vehicles to be registered at a gross
weight in excess of twelve thousand pounds, all passenger-carrying commercial motor
vehicles, local transit buses, school buses, trailers, semi-trailers, motorcycles,
motor tricycles, motor scooter s, and driveaway vehiclesshall beregistered with thedir ector
of revenue as provided for in subsection 3 of section 301.030, but only one license plate
shall beissued for each such vehicle, except asprovided in thissubsection. Theapplicant
for registration of any property-carrying commercial motor vehicleto beregistered at a
grossweight in excessof twelvethousand poundsor passenger -car rying commer cial motor
vehiclemay request and beissued twolicenseplatesfor such vehicle, and if such platesare
issued, the director of revenue may assess and collect an additional charge from the
applicant in an amount not to exceed the fee prescribed for personalized license platesin
subsection 1 of section 301.144.

6. The plates issued to manufacturers and dealers shall bear the letter " D"
preceding the number, and the advisory committee may require the placement of other
letter sor marksupon theplatesto distinguish commer cial motor vehiclesand trailersand
other types of motor vehicles.

7. Nomotor vehicleor trailer shall be operated on any highway of thisstate unless
it shall havedisplayed thereon thelicenseplateor set of licenseplatesissued by thedirector
of revenue and authorized by section 301.140. Each such plate shall be securely fastened
to the motor vehicle in a manner so that all parts thereof shall be plainly visible and
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reasonably clean so that the reflective qualities thereof are not impaired. License plates
shall be fastened to all motor vehicles except trucks, tractors, truck tractors or truck
tractors licensed in excess of twelve thousand pounds, on the front and rear of such
vehicles not less than eight nor mor e than forty-eight inches above the ground, with the
letters and numbers thereon right side up. The license plates on trailers, motorcycles,
motortricycles, and motor scooter sshall bedisplayed on therear of such vehicles, with the
letters and numbersthereon right side up. Thelicense plate on buses, other than school
buses, and on trucks, tractors, truck tractorsor truck tractorslicensed in excess of twelve
thousand pounds shall be displayed on the front of such vehicles not less than eight nor
mor ethan forty-eight inchesabovetheground, with theletter sand number sthereon right
sideup, or if two platesareissued for the vehicle pursuant to subsection 5 of this section,
displayed in the same manner on thefront and rear of such vehicles. Thelicense plate or
platesauthorized by section 301.140, when proper ly attached, shall beprimafacieevidence
that therequired fees have been paid.

8. (1) Thedirector of revenue shall issue annually atab or set of tabs as evidence
of the annual payment of registration feesand the current registration of avehiclein lieu
of the set of plates.

(2) Thevehicleowner towhom atab or set of tabsisissued shall affix and display
such tab or tabsin the designated area of the license plate, no morethan one per plate.

(3) A tab or set of tabs issued by the director when attached to a vehiclein the
prescribed manner shall be primafacie evidencethat theregistration feefor such vehicle
has been paid.

(4) Except asprovided in subdivision (1) of thissubsection, thedirector of revenue
shall issue platesfor aperiod of at least five years.

(5) For thosecommer cial motor vehiclesand trailer sregistered pursuant to section
301.041, the plate issued by the director of revenue shall be a permanent nonexpiring
license plate for which no tabs shall beissued. Nothing in this section shall relieve the
owner of any vehicle permanently registered pursuant to this section from the obligation
to pay theannual registration feeduefor thevehicle. The permanent nonexpiring license
plate shall bereturned to the director of revenue upon the sale or disposal of the vehicle
by the owner to whom the per manent nonexpiring license plateisissued, or the plate may
be transferred to a replacement commercial motor vehicle when the owner files a
supplemental application with the Missouri highway reciprocity commission for the
registration of such replacement commercial motor vehicle. Upon payment of theannual
registration fee, the director of revenue shall issue a certificate of registration or other
suitable evidence of payment of the annual fee, and such evidence of payment shall be
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carried at all timesin the vehiclefor which it isissued.

(6) Upon the sale or disposal of any vehicle permanently registered under this
section, or upon thetermination of alease of any such vehicle, the per manent nonexpiring
plate issued for such vehicle shall be returned to the director and shall not be valid for
oper ation of such vehicle, or the plate may betransferred to areplacement vehicle when
the owner files a supplemental application with the Missouri highway reciprocity
commission for the registration of such replacement vehicle. If a vehicle which is
permanently register ed under thissection issold, wrecked, or otherwisedisposed of, or the
leaseisterminated, ther egistrant shall begiven credit for any unused portion of theannual
registration fee when the vehicle isreplaced by the purchase or lease of another vehicle
during theregistration year.

9. Thedirector of revenue may prescribe any rulesand regulations necessary for
the effective administration of this section. No rule or portion of a rule promulgated
pursuant to the authority of this section shall become effective unless it has been
promulgated pursuant to chapter 536, RSMo.



